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In a notice on p. 336 will be found a statement 
of the objects and work of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Branch has been moved from 50, Parliament 
Street to 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

The Temporary Enquiry Office, hitherto at 49, 
Eastcheap, E.C., has also been moved to 73, Basinghall 


Street, E.C. 


At the latter address (73, Basinghall Street) : 
A Representative for India attends daily. 
A Representative for the Dominion of Canada will 


attend by appointment. 
A Representative for Queensland attends daily from 


10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADEs 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: ADMIRALTY. 


Tenders will be received until noon on Wednesday, the 31st August, 
: for the supply of fresh beef, mutton and vege- 
Meat, Live Cattle, tables for 12 calendar months, from the st 
Sheep and October next, to H.M. ships at the usual ports 
Vegetables. in England, Scotland and Ireland, and for the 
supply of cattle and sheep to H.M. victualling establishments at 
Portsmouth, Portland and Plymouth. 
Tenders will also be received for vegetables at Portsmouth, 
Portland and Plymouth for standing contracts for three years, 


commencing lst April, 1905. 








290 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Aug. 18, 1904, 





Openings for British Trade. 





Forms of tender, containing conditions of contract and all par- 
ticulars, may be obtained on personal application at the Contract 
Department, Admiralty, or by letter addressed to “ Director of 
Navy Contracts, Admiralty, London, S.W.” 

Applicants should state for what place they desire to tender. 

Their lordships do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 
any tender, and reserve to themselves the power to accept any part 
of a tender. 





BRITISH INDIA, 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to 
receive tenders from such persons as may be 
Spans. willing to supply — 
200 feet spans. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by 2 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 23rd August, 1904, after which time no tender will be received. 





CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
a . trade received at the Canadian Government 

pa a Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., whence further 
Canadian * information regarding them may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries.— Enquiry has been made for names of Canadian 
butter shippers prepared to supply boxes about 14 lbs. weight. 

A firm in Scotland manufacturing instruments are desirous of 
getting into communication with Canadian firms dealing in 
dental supplies. 

Enquiry is made for a Canadian firm who would take up an 
agency for labels, printed in one or more colours, suitable for all 
classes of trade. 

A manufacturing firm have asked to be placed in communica- 
tion with lumber exporters or dealers in Canada who cut up hard 
maple for mangle rollers. 

A business man, shortly leaving for a journey through Canada, 
desires to make arrangements with good commission or shipping 
firms for representation. 

An agent, who is about to start. for Canada, desires before 
leaving to secure agencies in woollens, rugs, floorcloths, brass 
goods (furnishing), &c. 

Canadian Enquiry—A Montreal commission agent desires to 
get into communication with English firms doing business in the 
following classes of goods with a view-to taking agencies :—Paper, 
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CANADA—continued. 


cardboard, shipping tags, labels, dye stuffs, chemicals, dental sup- 
plies, photographic supplies, &c. 

Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

i . Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

nop mB ae Curator of which Section further information 
sai * regarding them may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries.—A large manufacturing firm of printing ink, 
varnishes and lithographic materials require a resident agent to 
represent them (on commission), calling upon the printing firms 
in the principal cities of the Dominion; one who has already a 
connection, or can carry other goods for sale to printers, advisable. 


Canadian Enquiry.—A manufacturers’ agent in Montreal seeks 
agencies in jewellery, clocks, watches and similar goods. 


Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, S.W. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


The Crown Agents for the Colonies, acting on behalf of the 

Administration of the Central South African 
Wood Sleepers. Railways, invite tenders for the supply of 

400,000 Jarrah wood sleepers. Specifications 
containing form of tender and conditions of contract can be 
obtained on application at the Office of the Crown Agents for the 
Colonies, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., on payment of ll. per copy, 
which will- be returned on receipt of a bond fide tender for the 
whole or any portion of the materials required. 

Tenders to be delivered in sealed envelopes, addressed to the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., not later 
than noon on Thursday, 25th August, endorsed ‘‘Tender for 
Sleepers.” 

The Crown Agents do not bind themselves to accept the lowest 
or any tender. 








EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” of 8th August contains the text 
of a Khedivial Decree authorising the construc- 
tion of a light railway for agricultural purposes 
between Sahragt and El-Kanayat. This line is 
to form one of those which the Egyptian Delta Light Railways 


Company have received authority to establish in the provinces of 
Dakahlieh and Charkieh. 


Railway 
Material. 
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RUSSIA. 


In a recent report on agriculture, the British Vice-Consul at 
; Theodosia remarks that, owing to the impe- 
—— cunious state of the farmers, FE from the 
- bad harvest of 1902, they avoided buying new 
machinery and implements last year as much as possible, simply 
purchasing those machines and implements that were absolutely 
indispensable. There is, however, a good field for all kinds 
of implements and machinery; indeed, the farmers are only 
now beginning to use and appreciate modern implements and 
machines. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,232.) 


RUSSIA—POLAND. 


In a recent despatch to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul-General 
Plant for at Warsaw reports that it is stated locally, on 
‘ishing Work what appears to be good authority, that the 
Finishing WOrkS. Government have decided to open finishing 
works at Lodz especially for the stuff woven on the hand looms 
belonging to the peasants at and near Lodz. At present these 
peasant weavers are entirely dependent on certain factories at 
Lodz, which produce but little themselves, but which buy up, 
finish, and then sell as their own, the stuff woven by the peasants. 
These Government finishing works are to finish the peasants’ 
production and then sell it for them, charging only the cost of 


finishing. 








DENMARK. 


The “ Berlingske Tidende” of the 13th August publishes a notice 
from the Aalborg Harbour Committee inviting 
Bridgework. tenders for the delivery and erection of the 
superstructure for a swinging bridge, for a 
single line of railway of 10 metres span, in accordance with 
drawings, descriptions and conditions, which can be seen at the 
office of the Town and Port Engineer of Aalborg. A limited 
number of copies can also be obtained at a cost of 20 kroner each, 
this amount being refunded when the drawings are returned with 
the tender. ‘lenders in writing marked “ Tilbud paa Svingbroen” 
will be received at the Office of the Town and Port Engineer up 
to 11 a.m. on the 26th August. 





GERMANY. 


In a report on the fishing trade of the Weser Seaports, the British 
Vice-Consul at Bremerhaven remarks that in 

Fish. spite of the constant development of the 
German fishing industry, the home fishing 
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fleets are not able to supply more than 10 per cent. of the fish, 
fresh and cured, consumed in Germany. 

The total import into Germany in 1900, in foreign vessels, of 
fresh fish was 923,901 cwts., valued at 1,267,9901., of which the 
United Kingdom supplied 400,122 cwts., valued at 246,813/. 
(Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 616.) 





GERMANY—WURTEMBERG. 


The French “ Journal Officiel” states that the apple harvest in 
Wurtemberg is likely to prove a poor one, the 
Canadian Apples. trees having been seriously damaged by disease 
and caterpillars. ‘There is a great demand for 
cider in Wurtemberg, and manufacturers of this beverage will be 
compelled to seek supplies of apples from abroad. 


FRANCE. 


The “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” contains the text of a 


ccdmmstion of French Law sanctioning the construction of a 
ean floating dock at Bordeaux. The cost of the 


Floating Dock. ork is estimated at 8,000,000 frs. (320,0002.). 





The “Journal Officiel” of the 30th July announces that the 
French Minister of Finance is offering three 
Apparatus for izes of 5,000 francs (2001.), 3,000 francs 
Gauging Alcohol. (1202.), and 2,000 francs (80/.) to inventors 
of the most perfected apparatus for gauging alcohol. Persons 
wishing to take part in the competition should communicate with 
the ‘‘ Ministére des Finances (Direction Générale des Contributions 
Indirectes), Paris,” before the 1st December, 1904. The testing of 
the apparatus submitted will commence on the Ist January, 1905. 
The “‘ Journal” containing the conditions of competition may be 
seen upon application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


The United States Consul at La Rochelle reports that the Chamber 
of Commerce at that port is at present studying 

Crane. the best means of installing a crane on the quay 

of the La Pallice Dock. It has practically been 

decided that if foreign manufacturers can submit more advanta- 
geous offers than the local producers, the best bid will receive the 
contract. It should be remembered, however, that the details of 
the matter have not all been worked out and that a careful study 
of the project is being made. Manufacturers should then keep in 
mind that what is needed at the present moment is the most 
complete information possible upon various kinds and prices of 
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cranes, in order to permit the Chamber of Commerce to specify 
exactly what they want. The following details may serve as a 
guide to manufacturers :— 

The lifting power of the crane desired is 30 tons. The beam, 
or the part which projects over the water or vessel alongside, 
should be long enough to unload from a point about 26 feet 6 inches 
from the edge of the quay. The height of the distal end above 
the quay should be 15 metres (49°21 feet); the vertical distance 
between the edge of the quay and that part of the crane directly 
over it, 8 metres (26°4 feet). A locomobile is preferred, but 
should the conditions be unfavourable for installing such a 
machine, then a fixed crane would be adopted. 

After a few weeks of study, offers for the installation of this 
crane will be invited. 





SWITZERLAND. 


The “Feuille Fédérale Suisse” of the 3rd August contains the 
, text of a Decree granting a concession for the 
an as construction and atte of a narrow-gauge 
anes electric railway from Schéftland to Sursee. The 
cost of the work is estimated at 1,520,000 fr. (about 60,800/.). 
The “ Feuille ” containing the above-mentioned Decree may be 
seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73; Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





SPAIN. 


H.M. Consul-General at Barcelona, in his recent report, remarks 
that the bicycle trade of that district has 

Motor Cars. almost - entirely disappeared owing to the 
unsuitable roads, but motor cars are becoming 

numerous, nearly all being of French make. (Foren Office, 


Annual Series, 3,237.) 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 4th August contains a notice calling 
Electr} for tenders, which will ,be opened at 11 a.m. 
oe ane thirty days from the date of the ‘‘ Gaceta,” and 
Telegraph Wire. ust be presented forty-eight hours earlier, in 
the Office of the Chief of the Telegraph Section of Post and Tele- 
graphs, Carretas 10, Madrid, for the supply of 70 tons galvanised 
iron wire of 4 mm. at the upset price of 570 pesetas (about 161.) 
per ton, and 10 tons bronze wire of 2 mm. at the upset price of 
3,300 pesetas (about 941.) per ton. A provisional deposit of 5 per 
cent. of the amount at the upset prices is required to qualify any 
tender. Local representation is necessary. 
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SPAIN—continued. 


Referring to the notice which appeared on page 247 of the ‘“‘ Board 
1 of Trade Journal” of 11th August, it may be 
Railway —_ noted that the “ Gaceta de Madrid ” of 9th idem 
ae contains copy of a circular, addressed to the 
and Plant, Governors of Provinces in Spain, calling for a 
statement, within 30 days, from the Engineer-in-chief of Public 
Works of the Province, of those ‘‘ Secondary Railways ” which, in his 
judgment, should be constructed in the territory under his care. 


The same “‘ Gaceta ” contains notice of the application by the Sarria 
, to Barcelona Railway Company for a concession 
ae f lectric railway from Sarria to th 
Plant, 10°F 4u.electric railway from Sarria to the moun- 
Tramway tain district of Vallvidrera, in order that those 
who wish to do so may present proposals, on terms more favourable 
to the authorities, within one month. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 10th August contains a decree autho- 
rising the Ministry of Agriculture, Industry, 
Harbour Lights. Commerce and Public Works to acquire with- 
out the formalities of calling for tenders, four 
lights of the fourth order in connection with the buoying and 
lighting of the estuary of Vigo at the cost of 38,500 pesetas (or 
about 1,100/.) placed in situ. 


The same “Gaceta” contains copy of a law authorising the 

Administration, when certain works on the 

Railway Plant. railway from Betanzos to Ferrol shall have been 

taken over, to call for tenders for the concession 

of that line and to deliver to the concessionnaires the works referred 
to above as part of the subvention authorised. 


The same “ Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 
Mil ai ik will be opened at 10 a.m. on 30th August, in 
inet the Directorate of the “ Establecimiento Central 
* de los servicios administrative-militares,” at the 
Docks (Factorfas militares) Barracks, Madrid, for the supply of 
5,000 or 10,000 iron frames for the barracks bed of the ‘‘ Areba ” 
model. The sheet of conditions is on view in the office named. 
A provisional deposit of 5 per cent. of the amount of the offer 
is required to accompany any tender. Local representation 1s 
necessary. 


The “ Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen by 
persons interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of ‘rade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day 
ogg the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 

p.m.). 
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SPAIN—CANARY ISLANDS. 


H.M. Consul at Teneriffe reports that there is a large business 
Chemical done in the Canary Islands in chemical manures, 
Sintetiian which is rapidly increasing with the growth of 
— the trade in bananas, &c. He adds that, in 
view of the prospects of the Canary fruit trade, it might repay a 
British manufacturer to establish a branch in Teneriffe or Las 
Palmas for the sale of chemical manures. The principal in- 
gredients imported are sulphate of ammonia, sulphate of potash, 
nitrate of potash, nitrate of soda, muriate of potash, super- 
phosphates of bone, superphosphates of lime, dried blood and 
copperas. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,234.) 





ITALY. 


H.M. Consul at Rome reports that the number of motor-cars in 

Motor that city is increasing, and he considers, there- 

Fittings fore, that a good local agency for the sale of 

: British motor fittings, tyres, &c., would do a 
remunerative business. 


The Consul further reports that the greater interest taken by 
speculators and by the public gererally in the 


Fan I industrial and agricultural development of 
os ao Central Italy has encouraged the provincial and 
Mae Stock communal authorities to grant subsidies to the 

— CX. builders of new railway lines intended to 


supersede the present obsolete and tardy means of conveyance. 
Several railway projects have been put forward during recent 
years, but those which seem to have a fair chance of being 
carried out are the following :—Civitavecchia—Allumiere—Tolfa— 
Orte ; Civitavecchia -Gallese-Orte; Subiaco—Segni; Viterbo- 
Valentano ; Corneto-Vetralla. 

The provincial authorities have approved the subsidy of 1,000 
lire per kilom. (641. per mile) per annum for 70 years, to each 
of the above five lines, and the Government is expected to 
contribute a still larger figure. 

The building of the proposed new lines will necessitate a fairly 
large importation of unwrought metal, and of rolling-stock, and, 
when the time comes, British exporters might keep a lookout for 
tenders for the supply of the above goods. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,239.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Civitavecchia reports that a project for 
Railway building a railway between Civitavecchia 
thinetnetian and Orte, has been under the consideration of 

’ Government since 1900. A new modified 
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ITAL Y—continued. 


project has now been prepared, and this appears to be more 
practical and less expensive than the former one. The distance 
between Civitavecchia and Terni, vié Rome, is 193 kiloms. (about 
120 miles), the new project reduces it to 127 kiloms. (about 80 
miles), thus saving 66 kiloms. (about 40 miles). The line is to be 
built on level ground, and the tunnels, bridges and curves contem- 
plated in the former project have almost entirely been done away 
with. The line is to start from Civitavecchia and to go to 
Capranica after passing through the neighbouring agricultural 
district, and then to Gallese, where it will join the main line from 
Rome to Terni, below Orte. The estimated cost of building and 
working the line is 12,800,000 lire (or about 512,000/.). A 
subvention is expected from Government and from the communes 
which are to be served by the new line. It will only be in this 
way that the proposed railway can be profitably worked. It is 
felt that the railway wonld prove of great benetit to the trade of 
Civitavecchia, where many articles such as coal, pig iron, steel 
and old iron are imported from the Terni works, besides developing 
the local industries and agriculture. (Foreign Office, Annual 


Series, 3,239.) 


In the same report the Vice-Consul states that Corneto and the 

neighbouring district, including the towns of 

Flour Mill. Toscanella, Vetralla, and Monterotondo, is 

almost all under grain cultivation, and the 

crops raised there are always very plentiful. At present the 

greater part of the corn has to be sent to Rome, as there is only a 

small flour mill, which is quite insufficient for the requirements of 

the district, and if a large mill, worked by electricity generated by 

water power from the River Marta could be built near Corneto, it 
would probably prove a most profitable undertaking. 


The Vice-Consul also writes :—“I am glad to notice that the 
owners of the Tolfa iron mines, which at one 
time were profitably worked, but had to be 
closed for lack of proper plant and other causes, 
have now decided to sell their property, and with that object in 
view they are willing to send samples of iron ore to firms who are 
desirous of examining the products of these mines. Several 
samples have already been sent to the United Kingdom. Appli- 
cations for samples fe for other information about the mines at 
Tolfa can be made to this Vice-Consulate. Besides considerable 
deposits of alum, the Tolfa district is known to contain pyrites 

iron, lignite, lead, and copper.” 


Iron Mines 
for Disposal. 
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ITAL Y—continued. 


The “ Bolletino delle Finanze” states that the Italian Minister of 
; ; Agriculture is anxious to encourage the know- 
mys Set we a and use of the best miaheile of food 
*Y: preservation in Italy. With this view, he has 
commissioned Professor Valvassoria, Director of the Royal School 
of Horticulture, Florence, to visit Germany and report on the 
refrigerating machinery used for industrial purposes in that 
country, more especially in Hamburg. 





AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


Adverting to the notice published on p. 205 of the “ Board of 
Port Trade Journal ” of 30th July last, H.M. Consul 
anatienetiien at Trieste, in his recent report, states that the 
* new Law for extending the port of Trieste 
was approved in April last, and consists of three articles :— 
(1) 46,000,000 kr. (equal to 1,916,666/.) are granted for the 
construction of the new port at Sant’ Andrea; (2) the Finance 
Minister is authorised to contract such loan at 4 per cent. ; (3) the 
Ministers of Commerce and Finance are empowered to carry 
out this Law, which will enter into force from the day of its 
publication.” 

With regard to the construction of the new port, a delegation 
of Austrian technical men have been visiting the port of Antwerp 
(November, 1903) in order to study that port. Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,233.) 





BULGARIA. 


The following indications as to the openings for British trade in 
Bulgaria are extracted from a report on the 

Colonial Products. trade of that country for 1903, by the British 
Consular Officers there :— 

‘It has been affirmed that British wholesale houses often object 
to selling less than a shipload of rice when they might receive an 
order fora number of tons. The foreigner steps in and gets the 
order, making arrangements with Rangoon to divide the order in 
parcels. 

*‘ Certain kinds of coffee sell best in these Eastern markets, and 
the trade is a large one and worth studying. ‘Trieste and Genoa 
manipulate their coffees and obtain the exact degree of colour 
desired, to the detriment of British trade. 

“Cheap tea comes chiefly from Hamburg. The British colonial 
goods trade with Bulgaria is open to improvement. 
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BULGARIA—continued. 


“Tt is important to note that an excellent market would probably 
Indian Cotton be found for Indian cotton yarns if there were 
Suhaté eid: Weans:: * direct service from Port Said to the Bulgarian 

"ports, as at present goods arriving from Indian 
ports have to pass by Malta or Marseilles, paying a proportionately 
higher freight. It seems probable that, were such a through route 
established, no water twist yarn other than Indian would be sold 
in the Philippopolis district, the great depét for cotton goods, and 
thus effectually check the present importation of Italian and 
Turkish yarns. For the purpose of this trade a fortnightly service 
from February to the end of August would be sufficient. Such a 
line would also help to find an opening for Calcutta bags, jute, 
hessians, &c. 


“Owing to inefficient pushing, British goloshes, which used to be 
Golosh predominant, have been displaced by Austro- 
—— Hungarian and Russian goods. 


“ A revival of trade throughout the country is noticeable; there 
is an increasing demand for agricultural ‘imple- 
ments and machinery, cotton yarns and piece- 
goods, light cloths and attractive fabrics for 
men’s and women’s wearing apparel, light umbrellas and coloured 
sunshades, shoes and fancy articles for summer use. Besides the 
above, British merchants could with advantage turn their attention 
to the importation of dyes, paints, window glass, cement, paper 
goods, sole leather and leather for uppers. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,236.) 


Articles generally 
in Demand. 


The “Bulletin Commercial” states, on the authority of the 
a Belgian Consul-General at Sofia, that the 
rte al Agricultural Bank of Sofia has decided on the 
Machine purchase of 5,000 iron ploughs, 200 grain- 

*y: sorting machines, 200 machines for granulating 
maize, and 500 harrows. 

The Directors of the Agricultural Bank will invite the best 
known manufacturers to forward specimens and prices. A com- 
mission, composed of landowners and officials, will examine the 
various apparatus sent, giving the preference, not to the articles 
offered at the lowest price, but to those of the best quality. 

These orders will, in the opinion of the ‘“ Bulletin,” lead to 
considerable purchases in the future, and manufacturers of agri- 
cultural machinery would do well to send price lists to the 
Agricultural Bank, Sofia. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


A despatch has been received from the Acting British Consul at 
Chicago, reporting that an enquiry has been 
made at his Consulate for the name of a firm 
who are willing to export thread suitable for 
making the finest laces. 

Communications should be addressed to the Acting British 
Consul, British Consulate, Chicago. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—PHILIPPINES. 
The Official ‘“‘ Summary of Commerce of the Philippine Islands ” 
for February, 1904, contains the following particulars of trade 
openings in the Philippines :— 


Enquiry for Firm 
Making Thread 
for Lace. 





A paper mill is needed in Manila: there is a vast quantity of fibre 

going to waste in the islands that is suitable 

Paper Mill. for this manufacture. Even coarse paper for 

packing is imported, and old newspapers sell 

to the Chinese for about as much as the cost before passing into 

the hands of the printers. Much of the paper imported at the 

present time comes from Germany, the United States of America 
furnishing a fair share. 


A glass factory is one of the possibilities of the future. All 

articles of this class are now imported. 

Glass Factory. Heretofore, windows were made of transparent 

shells, but as American ideas of architecture 

supplant the styles of former days, there is a growing demand for 

window glass. Large quantities of manufactured glass find a 

market in the interior, and the native demand is sure to increase 

as the standard of living is raised by the natives coming into 
closer contact with the foreigners. 


BRAZIL. 


In a report on the railway systems of Brazil, Mr. H. C. Lowther, 
Railway Secretary to H.M. Legation at Rio de Janeiro, 
Sestvectien states that in pursuance of the policy of 

’ improving’ the railway service in Brazil, the 
Budget for the year 1904 contemplates considerable expenditure in 
connection with railway lines.* The authorised programme includes 
the following operations and extensions, viz., to extend the Melhora- 
mentos Railway to join the Rio d’Ouro line at Sande, and abandon 
the section between that point and Sao Francisco Xavier; to 
complete the Porto Alegre to Uruguayana, and Pernambuco to 
Pesqueira lines, and branches to Santa Anna do Livramento; to 
widen the gauge of the Central from Jaubaté to Sao Paulo; to 
complete the branch to Penha, and extend the Donna Theresa 
Christina Railway to Ararangua and Massiambu, and the Conde 








* See “ Board of Trade Journal” of 3rd March last, p. 427. 
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d’Eu to Campina Grande and Batalh&o or other convenient point; 
to complete the Mundo Novo branch of the Central Bahia Rail- 
way ; to extend the Baturité line to Crato, and the Sobral line to 
Therezina; to construct a railway in Rio Grande do Norte, 
starting from a point on the coast, to traverse the districts 
suffering from drought. 

The executive is authorised to raise money for these objects in 
the manner judged most convenient, inclusive of the issue of 
internal bonds. (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 617.) : 





GUATEMALA. 


H.M. Consul at Guatemala reports that the only agricultural 

implement used on the coast of that country is 

Machetes. the machete; for clearing purposes in the bush 

the American brand is used ; for cleaning the 

banana plantations, cutting the fruit and general work the British 

brand is the favourite. The former is heavier and dearer; the 

latter “seat ae and fully as good. (foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,238. 





FORTHCOMING EXHIBITION. 


SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice published in the “ Board of Trade 
Exhibition of Journal” of 4th August, p. 203, and to 
Mineral Products Previous notices, relative to the exhibition of 
ati teeta mineral products and hydraulic machinery, to 
dn ery at be held at Barcelona in September next, the 
RO Board of Trade have received, through the 
; Foreign Office, translation of an extract from 
the “ Diario de Barcelona,” stating that the Organising Committee 
of the Exhibition have acceded to the requests made for an 
extension of the time for receiving applications for space from 
intending exhibitors, and will accept.such applications up to the 
3lst August. Foreign exhibits will be admitted even after the 
exhibition has been opened. 





BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Weihaiwei—In the report on Weihaiwei for the year 1908, 
recently issued by the Colonial Office, it is stated that the increase 
in exports and imports is satisfactory, but there is still much room 
for improvement. There will be no great development until 
capital is attracted to Weihaiwei. It is true that silk is made, 
and that the manufacture of beancake has been commenced on a 
small scale, but what is desirable is that the silk, beancake, and 
other industries should be started on a large scale, with sufficient 
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capital to enable these products to hold their own in the market 
against those of Chinese ports. 

There can be no doubt that, as regards trade, there are many 
possibilities at Weihaiwei. What is wanted is capital to convert 
these possibilities into actualities, and it is hoped that when affairs 
in the Far East become more settled the chief requisite, capital 
will be invested in commercial enterprises there. 

The leased area of Weihaiwei is 285 square miles, and the 
population is estimated at 150,000, including 2,000 on the island. 
The British sphere of influence adjoining the leased area covers 
1,500 square miles. 

A report on the agricultural and afforestation possibilities of 
Weihaiwei by Mr. Dunn, Superintendent of the Botanical and 
Afforestation Department, Hong Kong, is printed as part of this 
publication. 


Barcelona.—In his report for the year 1903 (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,237), H.M. Consul-General at Barcelona writes :— 

‘“‘Tt cannot be said that there are openings at present in any 
one particular line of trade, but rather more or less in most indus- 
tries ; for as Barcelona still continues to increase rapidly in size 
and in commercial enterprise, the foreign markets find many 
openings here, and the past year has seen various foreign houses 
starting branch establishments or agencies here ; amongst them, | 
am glad to say, two or three British firms, and I have reason to 
believe that there will be a still further development of British 
enterprise in this city and district.” 


Bulgaria.—A report by the British Consular Officers in Bulgaria, 

on the trade of that country in 1903, states that Bulgaria is yearly 
becoming more independent in the way of purchasing goods direct, 
and those houses which had depéts at Constantimople, with a view 
to selling to Turkey, Asia Minor and Bulgaria, have now all 
established themselves in the principal Bulgarian towns. British 
traders should send experienced and energetic travellers to 
Bulgaria to study native’ requirements, and, where possible, to 
obtain fresh markets for their goods. They should not disdain 
trifling orders, which may lead to more important ones. 
They should use the metric system of weights and measures, and 
convert sterling into francs and centimes, so as to enable the ‘local 
tradesmen to learn at a glance the cost of goods brought to their 
notice. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,236.) 

Rome.—H.M. Consul at Rome, in his report for the year 1903, 
writes :—‘ I think that if a larger number of commercial travellers 
extended their visit to Central Italy, British manufacturers would 
benefit by more substautial orders. Now that the British Chamber 
of Commerce for Italy has been established at Genoa, they should 
derive valuable assistance and information also from that source.” 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,239.) 















































Aug. 18, 1904.] 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 





303 





TRADE OF THE ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


NinE Montus ENDED 3lst Marcu, 1904. 


Referring 
Journal” of 5th May 


last, relating 


to the notice on p. 208 of the “ Board of Trade 
to the trade of the 


Orange River Colony, the Board of Trade have received copy of a 
return drawn up by the Collector of Customs at Bloemfontein, 
showing the value of the goods imported into and exported from 
the Colony during the nine months ended the 31st March, 1904. 


The following table shows the value of the principal articles 


imported during the 
corresponding period ended March, 1903 :— 


period mentioned, as compared with the 











Nine Months| Nine Months 
Articl ended 3lst | ended 31st 
— March, March, 
1903. 1904. 
£ £ 

Machinery, agricultural implements and other free 
articles .. 2,000 508,000 
South African produce es-| 164,000 304,000 
Haberdashery ; 239,000 272,000 
Articles of food and drink .. 260,000 254,000 
Corn and grain (includes rice) - 59,000 232,000 
Wood, raw and manufactured (includes furniture) 98,000 181,000 
Hardware, brass and copperware, &c. ... 89,000 125,000 
Apparel and slops (includes hats) wes oes 97,000 107,000 

Leather manufactures (includes boots and shoes, 
saddlery and harness, $c.) 96,000 99,000 
Cotton manufactures “be 91,000 85,000 
Tron, galvanised and corrugated . 23,000 40,000 
Blankets one 78,000 39,000 
Clocks, watches, jewellery, and plated ware oes 12,000 38,000 
Carriages and other kinds of vehicles 12,000 33,000 
Drugs and chemicals (includes medicinal preparations) 23,000 28,000 
Provisions, oilman’s stores, &c. mn das i 31,000 27,000 
Stationery and a ane — 14,000 23,000 
Fodder , ¥e 10,000 23,000 
Bicycles and accessories 10,000 22,000 
Oils and paints, &c.. os one sec oti 12,000 22,000 
Soap and candles ... ind ‘an dic oie ded 14,000 18,000 
Woollen manufactures 28,000 18,000 
Tobacco of all kinds» bec ows ove 20,000 18,000 
Cocoa, chocolate, and confectionery oda om one 19,000 14,000 
Earthenware, china and glass... 12,000 14,000 
All other articles 121,000 184,000 
Total imports &} 1,634,000 2,728,000 











The total value of the 
Colony during 


goods exported from the Orange River 
the nine months ended 3lst March, 1904, was 


1,006,000/., as compared with 193,000/. during the corresponding 


period ended March, 1908. 
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TRADE OF CAPE COLONY. 


With reference to the statement on pp. 207-8 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 4th August, the ‘‘Cape of Good Hope Govern- 
ment Gazette” of 19th July publishes statistics showing the 
value of the trade of Cape Colony for the four months ended 
30th April, 1904, as compared with the corresponding period 
of 1903. The following tables show the total value of the imports 
and exports, including transit trade in both cases, of the principal 
and other articles into and from the Colony during the periods 













































above-mentioned :— 
Imports into Cape Colony.* 
Four Months Four Months 
Principal and other Articles. ended 30th ended 30th 
April, 1903. April, 1904. 

Metals and metal manufactures (includes £ £ 

iron, lead, machinery and hardware) oe 1,320,000 980,000 
Provisions of all kinds (includes butter, cheese, 

chicory, coffee, meats, sugar, and tea) 1,284,000 851,000 
Corn and grain, &c. ( flowr, maize, oats, wheat, 

and rice) one 1,008,000 581,000 
Wood, and manufactures of (includes furniture 

and cabinetware) coe oe occ ose 756,000 574,000 
Haberdashery and millinery ... 856,000 522,000 
Wearing apparel (includes hats) ove 731,000 332,000 
Provisions, oilman stores, &c. (n.0.d.) .. 458,000 316,000 
Cotton manufactures 835,000 280,000 
Leather and leather manufactures (includes 

boots and shoes, and saddlery and panei 641,000 273,000 
Stationery (includes books) ... pes 306,000 202,000 
Woollen manufactures ... 306,000 139,000 
Alcoholic beverages (includes wine, beer, and 

spirits) .. a 256,000 128,000 
Carriages and other wheeled vehicles .. 192,000 91,000 
Drugs and chemicals... _ 155,000 89,000 
Pipes, iron and earthen ... ' 54,000 85,000 
Coal, coke and patent fuel 112,000 80,000 
Soap and candles... 84,000 80,000 
Tobacco of all sorts ; 114,000 67,000 
Arms and ammunition (includes dynamite)... 42,000 59,000 
Oil, mineral - ain 65,000 53,000 
Agricultural implements 122,000 51,000 
Earthenware and crockery a 74,000 41,000 
Cocoa and chocolate and confectionery - 77,000 40,000 
Jewellery and plated ware (including clocks 

and watches) 75,000 38,000 
Paints and colours (includes turpentine and 

varnish)... - , 56,000 32,000 
Cement... 47,000 29,000 
Bags, all sorts 41,000 22,000 
Linen manufactures... vee oa 39,000 15,000 
All other articles of merchandise eee one 1,968,000 1,330,000 

Total merchandise aoe £| 12,074,000 7,380,000 
Articles imported for the Colonial Government 735,000 733,000 
Specie 224,000 30,000 
Grand total, imports ... £ 13,033,000 8,143,000 








NoTE.—The official figures of imports into Cape Colony are exclusive of 


imports by the Imperial Government. 


* Exclusive of imports of diamonds and gold from States outside Cape 
Colony :—3,543,0007. in 1903, and 5,024,000/. in 1904. 
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Trade of Cape Colony (continued). 





Exports from Cape Colony. 














Four Months Four Months 
Principal and other Articles, ended 30th ended 30th 
April, 1903. April, 1904. 
= x 

Gold (raw) iis one vee ene 3,475,000 4,945,000 
Diamonds .. one 1,594,000 1,605,000 
Wool (washed, scoured, and in ‘the grease) . 835,000 768,000 
Ostrich feathers ... one oon ose 272,000 340,000 
Hides and skins ... ioe cee jie oat 143,000 139,000 
Hair, Angora... Sage ae 81,000 64,000 
All other articles of merchandise pe ove 54,000 280,000 
Total merchandise oni £& 6,454,000 8,141,000 
Imported goods, re- re. sos ow ene 168,000 127,000 
Specie ~ vba _ ede ---| 1,086,000 819,000 
Grand total, exports ... £ 7,708,000 9,087,000 














TRADE OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH 
POSSESSIONS. 


The following summary table has been prepared at the Board of 
Trade, showing the total imports and exports of merchandise of 
the principal countries for which the particulars can be given up 
to May, 1904, inclusive, and referring in all cases to the same 
period, viz., the five months ended May. The corresponding 
figures for 1903 and 1902 are added for comparison :— 











Imports (see Nore that follows tables). Exports (follows tales) Nore that 

Five Months ended May. Five Months ended May. 

1902. ‘1903. 1904. 1902. | 1903. | 1904, 

£ £ £ £ £ £ 
Belgium* 37,813,000 | 40,557,000 | 42,787,000 | 28,841,000 | 31,204,000 | 31,505,000 
France... 75,716,000 | 82,984,000 | 78,534,000 | 70,015,000 | 70,040,000 | 71,960,000 
Spain*.. 13,075,000 | 13,289,000 | 13,317,000 | 11,788,000 | 12,574,000 | 13,126,000 
Italy ... ...| 29,629,000 | 31,126,000 | 31,271,000 | 23,667,000 | 25,199,000 | 24,441,000 
Austria-Hungary .... 30,318,000 | 33,094,000 | 35,411,000 | 31,369,000 | 34,508,000 | 35,760,000 
Egypt .. 5,794,000 | 6,542,000 | 7,442,000 | 7,872,000 | 8,378,000 | 10,320,000 
United States... 79,839,000 | 89,739,000 | 88,891,000 | 111,888,000 | 122,848,000 | 118,486,000 
Japan . 11,330,000 | 14,524,000 | 16,147,000 | 9,612,000 | 10,672,000 | 11,634,000 
British India... 22,642,000 | 22,729,000 | 25,450,000 | 38,551,000 | 41,343,000 | 47,047,000 
Canada : ..-| 16,711,000 | 19,533,000 | 19,892,000 | 12,366,000 | 13,349,000 | 10,689,000 
United Kingdom _ ...| 194,926,000 | 189,064,000 | 197,371,000 | 114,123,000 | 120,251,000 | 120,047,000 























* Value of principal articles only. 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions. 





A comparison of the total figures for the six months ended 
30th June is possible for four countries, as follows, viz. :— 











Imports (see Nore). Exports (Domestic) (see NoTE). 
Six Months ended June. Six Months ended June. 
1902. 1903. 1904. 1902. 1903. 1904. 
£ £ £ £ £ Bs 
Belgium* 45,628,000 | 49,679,000 | 51,449,000 | 35,351,000 | 38,149,000 | 38,407,000 
France... hee 89,741,000 | 98,109,000 | 93,822,000 | 83,367,000 | 83,093,000 | 85,798,000 
United States ...| 95,071,000 | 106,822,000 | 105,770,000 | 129,903,000 | 142,187,000 | 137,417,000 
United Kingdom .| 229,921,000 | 224,482,000 | 234,891,000 | 135,376,000 | 142,523,000 | 144,117,000 























* Value of principal articles only. 


Note.—In the case of Belgium, France, Italy, Austria- 
Hungary, Japan, Canada, and United Kingdom, the import figures 
given in the above summaries represent imports for home con- 
sumption only, 1.e., excluding re-exports. In all cases the export 
figures are intended to represent exports of domestic produce. 
In most cases, however, they include a certain amount of 
‘“‘ nationalised” goods, t.e., goods originally imported for con- 
sumption, and which, if dutiable, have been charged with duty, but 
which are subsequently re-exported. 

The latest figures available as regards other countries from 
which returns are received by the Board of Trade, are as follow :— 















































Imports. Exports (Domestic). 
1902. 1903. 1904. 1902. 1903. 1904. 
£ £ £ £ £ £ 
Russia* (3 months)...}. 12,753,000} 13,506,000} 16,180,000 | 16,354,000} 19,758,000} 18,309,000 
Germany (3 months)| 66,921,000| 75,555,000| 77,929,000| 53,069,000} 59,234,000| 61,278,000 
P (2 a fe 1,917,000} 2,113,000] 2,080,000 946,000}  1,044,000/ 1,096,000 
Mexicot (3months)...} 3,146,000 3,878,000 | 4,051,000 3,797,000 4,105,000 4,637,000 
* European and Black Sea Frontiers. 


+ The values of the imports are stated in gold, and the dollar has been converted into English 
currency at the rate of 4s. The values of the exports are stated in silver, and the dollar has been 
converted into English currency for 1902, 1903, 1904, at 1s. 9}d., 1s. 8d., and 1s. 10d. respectively. 
The figures for Mexico include bullion and specie. 

For detailed particulars regarding the trade of the several 
countries, reference should be made to the “ Accounts relating to 
the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions,” including figures received up to 31st July, published 
by Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 


AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
The Board of Trade have received through the India Office a copy 
Trade Catalogues of Customs Circular 9 of 1904, dated 15th July 
sal Civealare last, in which it is notified that the Govern- 
by Post admitted ment of India has decided to admit, free of 
Free of import duty, all trade catalogues and circulars 
Import Daty imported into British India by packet, book, or 
‘parcel post. 


A notice has been received by the Board of Trade from the India 
Refund of Excise Office, stating that they have received informa- 
sul Ccataiae tion (by telegraph) to the effect that the 
Duty Government of India has sanctioned a refund 
of seven-eighths of the Excise and Customs 
duty on goods imported inte Rangoon by sea and exported to 
China vid Bhamo Tengueh, subject to the condition that the goods 
are readily identifiable, and that they are exported to China within 
two years of the date of arrival at Rangoon. 
The following articles, it is stated, are excluded from this 
concession :— 
Firearms (including gas and air guns) and all parts thereof. 
Machines for making, loading, closing or capping cartridges. 
Gunpowder and all other sorts of arms, ammunition and military 
stores. 
Ale, beer and porter. 
Cider and other fermented liquors. 
Wines, spirits and liqueurs. 
Opium. 
Salt. 
Salted fish, wet or dry. 
Petroleum. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 

The ‘‘ Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” for 2nd July, 1904, 

Drawback of contains a notice issued by the Minister of 

Sneek tute on Trade and Customs on Ist July last, in accord- 

peace anid te dance with the provisions of Customs Regulation 

~~ cane n natig No. 131, which provides that a drawback of 

import duty, to the extent ofthe duty paid on 

original importation, may be allowed, on the actual quantity of 

imported material used in the manufacture of articles within the 

Commonwealth, upon the exportation of such manufactured 
articles. 

The following is a complete list of the articles on which such 
drawback is allowed, under the notice of Ist July, 1904, subject 
to the conditions specified hereunder :— 

1. Cloth used in the manufacture of clothing. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALT H—continued. 
2.€Blue cod smoked within the Commonwealth and exported, 
provided that— 

(a) When a quantity of the fish is to be smoked for export 
under drawback, an officer shall attend to take an account 
of the weight of such fish while fresh, and shall satisfy 
himself that it was imported fish, and that. duty was paid 
thereon. é 

(b) The smoked fish to be packed in the presence of an officer, 
who will certify to the weight thereof, which must not 
exceed that on which duty was paid. 

3. Rough timber imported and dressed within the Common- 
wealth, provided that— 

(a) Drawback is not allowed on a quantity in excess of the 
actual measurement of timber exported. 

4. Carpet imported in rolls, cut and sewn into squares within 
the Commonwealth. 

5. Bolts, nuts, belting, shafting, galvanised iron, being materials 
used in the manufacture of harvesters. 

6. Cardboard used in the manufacture of playing cards. 

7. Oilcake (in cake form), crushed and bagged within the 
Commonwealth. 

8. Peas (whole), split within the Commonwealth. 

9, Rough timber used in the manufacture of venetian blind laths. 

10. Tubes manufactured into water heaters. 

11. Mouldings, glass mounts, &c., used in the manufacture of 
photographs. 

12. Gas-meter parts manufactured into gas-meters, provided 
that— 

(a) Exporter gives notice of intention to manufacture articles 
(stating number) for exportation under drawback. 

(b) An officer of the Department calls at the factory from 
time to time to supervise the manufacture. 

(c) The articles, when manufactured, are packed, sealed, and 
delivered under supervision of a licensed carrier, for con- 
veyance to the exporting ship. 

(d) The Collector is satisfied as to payment of duty on parts 
imported. 

13. Plush, velvet, and tapestry used in upholstering furniture. 
14. Holland and rollers used in the manufacture of blinds. 
15. Residual oil used in the manufacture of grease according to 
the following formulz :— 
20 per cent. resin and 80 per cent. residual oil. 
15 9 9 89 9 9 
10 9 9 90 ” ” 
16. Belting canvas used in the manufacture of sewn cotton 


belting. 










































Aug. 18, 1904. ] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 





309 





Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALT H—continued. 
17. Methylated spirits (Australian) used in the manufacture of 
hard spirit varnish, provided that drawback not exceeding 2d. per 


gallon be allowed on each gallon of varnish. 


18. Shooks and ends imported and manufactured into casks, 
provided that such casks are used in the export trade. 

Provided that in each case before drawback shall be allowed the 
Collector shall be absolutely satisfied that the drawback claimed is 
properly due, and if he think necessary, ‘‘ may require the manu- 
facture to take place under the supervision of an officer.” 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of Supplement No. 31 


to the Australian Customs Tariff Guide, dated 


he ed Ist July, 1904, giving Customs Decisions on 
various articles imported into the Common- 
wealth. 


The following are the principal Decisions given :— 





Articles, and how classed. 


Rates of Duty. 





Electrical materials, viz., sparking plugs, fittel with or with- 
out porcelain, being part of a spark coil— 

As machinery and appliances, n.e.i., electrical ose 

Engines, oil, when imported with motor omnibuses, being an 
integral part— 

As vehicles, motor - 

Engine, oil traction, known as agricultural motor, designed 
for farm use, such as drawing a plough, reaper and binder, 
&c.— 

As traction engine 

Fringes, not for furniture— 
As cotton piece-goods... eee 

Jelly, cognac, known as calves’ foot jelly- — 
As jams and jellies 

Machines and machinery, viz., ‘cylinder in which a break 
roller revolves for crushing grain, hawkeye power hammer, 
rotary knife cleaning*— 

As machinery, n.e.1. 

Machine tools, viz., automatic ending, covering, paper slitting, 
power thumb hole, the “blessing” lining machine, 
topping— 

As paper box making machine tools 

Ribbon, hemmed, stitched on borders— 

As piece-goods, velvets, velveteens, &c. 

Rings, copper patent jointing— 

As metal manufactures, n.e.i. 
Riveters, tom thumb, used for leather work— 
As machine tools ose ove 
Sheep-shearing machines, parts of — 
Comb holders— 
As part of grinding machine 
Rivetting anvils— 
As parts of rivet sets 

Soap, marienha ken saponin— 

AS soap, 0.@.i. ... eee 

*Spools (wooden) on which cotton is wound— 

As other articles 





123} % ad val. 


> aaa 


Free. 
5 % ad val, 
13d. per lb. 


123 &% ad val. 


Free. 
15 &% ad val. 
Oz a 


Free. 


Free. 
Free. 
$d. per lb. 


Free. 





* Kevised Vecisious. 
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NEW ZEALAND. 


With reference to the notice published in the “ Board of Trade 
Date of Journal” for 19th May, 1904, the Board of 
(iietation of Trade have received a copy of the New Zealand 
- has panna Trade Gazette for 16th June last, which contains a 
Act. 1903.” Proclamation issued by the Governor of New 
‘ ; Zealand notifying that “The Coastwise Trade 
Act, 1903,” came into operation on lst July, 1904. The Coast- 
wise Trade Act (No. 95 of 1903) above vind to provides for the 
prohibition or restriction of ships of foreign countries in the 
coastwise trade of New Zealand under certain circumstances. The 
provisions of the Act are set out in full in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal ” of the date referred to. 


SARAWAK. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Treasurer to the 


Cust ° Dinan Government of the Rajah of Sarawak a state- 
oms; smport ment under date of the 27th of June, 1904, 











a giving the following list of all import and 
export duties leviable in the Territory at that 
date :-— 
Articles. Rates of Duty. 
IMPORT DUTIES. Dols. Cts. 
Beer, cider, &c. ... a on sete soe per doz. quarts 0 25 
Firearms, muskets (@) ... eee ose oe -. per barrel 2 0O 
Jar Gusi (porcelain)... mesh eo each . = 
Oil, kerosene... nee ove per case of 8 Imp. galls. (0) 0 12 
Salt eee ooe ... per coyan (of 5,233 ibs.) 20 O 
Spirits, liqueurs, and cordials— 
Brandy, whiskey, and liqueurs ... 206 per doz. quarts oe 
Cherry cordial ons vine oe +. per two-doz. case 0 30 
Gin ... ose ove ose eee per case of 15 bottles 6 0 
Gin, Geneva... cee see coe - | | ate : ~ 
Gin, old tom.. oe we ssa eee per doz. quarts ae 
Rum ... ee eee eee ” ” I 0 
Spirits of an inferior quality one isle “ - 4 Q 
Tobacco— 
Chinese oe .. per case of 140 bundles 9 90 
Java f per case of 200 bundles ) 10 0 
ca | per basket of 20 catties (a cattie = 14 lbs.) 4 90 
Palembang and other kinds si <n picul (1334 lbs.) 20 0O 
In tins, also cigars and — . per lb. 0 16 
“i For agricultural purposes .. eee ve Per picul (1334 Ibs.) 10 0 
ine— 
Champagne .. ees per doz. quarts 1 0 
Marsala, Madeira, port, sherry, claret, hock, &c. ,, ad 0 50 








(a) Firearms may only be imported when a written permission is obtained from 
the officer administering the Government of Sarawak. 
(6) The equivalent to be paid if imported in casks, drums, &c. 
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Articles. Rates of Duty. 
EXPORT DUTIES. Dols. Cts. 
Bilian and other timber eee ove per ton a 
Pepper, black ... ove ove eee “per picul (1334 lbs.) Ue 
a ne See oad inn eee se - . 2 90 
Gambier ... -_ on win eas ao - “ 0 10 
Sago, raw ... sini dite sas o _ = * 0 10 
» flour... ove ove eee ove “a eee oon | 22% ad val. 
» pearl a sed ve ont ob inn odie oo fe me | fo 
Jungle produce ... _ ei se ‘ep whe sé cee me be 
Sea produce om ail _ — vo -_ wa — nn +. 
WEIHAIWEI. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Colonial Office a copy 
Status of of the Annual Report on the Territory of Wei- 
Weihaiwei as a haiwei for the year 1903, issued by that 
Dettueen Dent Department, and in which it is stated that it has 
‘been decided at the instance of H.M. Minister 
at Peking, and in conjunction with the Chinese Customs autho- 
rities, that in future ‘‘ Weihaiwei will receive the same treatment 
as a foreign port. Consequently no duties will be charged on 
merchandise in transit, and drawbacks will be allowed on foreign 
goods re-exported thither which have paid import duty, or on 
native goods which have paid coast trade duty at a Chinese port. 
On the other hand export duties will be collected on native goods, 
being an original export to Weihaiwei.” 





FRANCE—TUNIS. 
The “ Journal Officiel Tunisien” for the 10th July contains the 


text of a Decree, which came into operation 


erie org om that date, modifying the duties leviable 
i. o aie on on grain, flour, &c., imported into Tunis 
rain and **0ur- from countries other than France and Algeria, 


as follows :— 











— Tariff Classification. Unit. Rate of 
0. Duty. 
87 | Wheat, spelt and meslin— Frs. Cts. 
Grain... ..|100 kilogs. gross} 7 00 
Grain crushed and grist containing more 
than 10 % of flour... eee .../100 kilogs. net | 11 00 
Flour at the rate of extraction of— 
70 % and above (siftings, 30 % and below) - eo 
Between 70 ¥% and 60 ¥ (siftings, from 
30 % to 40 %) , » | 18 50 
60 % and below (siftings, 40 9 and above) - » | 16 00 
88 | Oats— 
Grain _.., ove ‘ne bee > F- ...|L00 kilogs, gross} 3 00 
Meal ate ese on _ -_ _ ” os 5 00 
89 | Barley— 
= ab oes eee eee eve se - 3 00 
Meal one oe one _ ses ose s *° 5 00 
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FRANCE—TUNIS—continued. 








— Tariff Classification. Unit. go tiy 
90 | Rye— Frs. Cts. 
as one du _ ios ...{L00 kilogs. gross} 3 00 
Meal om en oe an ee os . - 5 00 
91 | Maize— 
Grain _ ... ae dia id wit ons - - 3 00 
Meal wae iain _ sist os one - am 5 00 
92 | Buckwheat— 
Grain... a ‘ad a sae ial . 9 2 50 
Meal ine ood vs oun i - 4 00 
93 | Malt (germinated barley) .. ve hes sia '. é 4 00 
94 | Ships’ biscuit and bread ... ee o- 99 es 7 00 
95 Groats, grits (coarse flour)’... sis oe .... 100 kilogs. net| 16 00 
Pearled or cleaned grain ... sli a sa ‘ » | 16 00 
96 | Millet, hulled and cleaned... ral coe .-.|L00 kilogs. gross} 6 00 
97 | Semolina and Italian pastes— 
Imported from the country of origin .-.| 100 kilogs. net} 16 00 
Imported from elsewhere—- 
Of European origin ... 7s ed ove js » | al 4 
Of non-European origin... ‘ » | 19 00 
98 | Sago, salep, exotic feculz, and their derivatives . — 9 00 














The articles enumerated above, when of French or Algerian 
production, are added to the list of articles entitled to free 
admission into Tunis, in virtue of a Decree of 2nd May, 1898. 

A surtax at the rate of 3 frs. 60 cts. per 100 kilogs. is imposed 
on the above articles when of non-European origin, but imported 
by way of a European entrepét. The articles included under 
Article 98 are exempt from this surtax. 

In addition, the Decree abolishes the traffic tax (droit de 
circulation), imposed in the year 1898, on cereals imported from 
foreign countries. 


The same Decree also raises the consumption tax on alcohols, 
spirits, brandies, liqueurs, and other alcoholic 
products from 50 to 125 francs per hectolitre 
of pure alcohol. The consumption tax on 
denatured alcohols for heating and lighting 
purposes and for the production of motive power remains fixed at 
the rate of two francs per hectol. of pure alcohol. 


Increase of 
Consumption Tax 
on Spirits, &c. 





SPAIN. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” for the 7th August contains the text 
of a Royal Decree prohibiting the importation 
of oysters into Spain between the Ist May 
and the lst October in each year. 


Importation 
of Oysters. 
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—- 


AUST RIA—HUNGARY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Export of Fodder translation of a Decree, issued by the Austro- 
xP hibited. Hungarian Government on the 10th inst., 

wore prohibiting the exportation of the following 
articles from the entire Customs Union territories of Austria- 
Hungary until further notice :—Molasses, maize, horse-beans, 
lupins, vetches, potatoes, fresh or dried fodder-grasses (hay, 
clover, &c.), straw, chopped straw, chaff, bran, malt-sprouts, oil- 
cake (schlempe), grains, and beet-cuttings. 


SERVIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Exportation of Maize Office, of information to the effect that 

d Hav Prohibited. 0” 28 to the failure of the Servian harvest 
” y ’ the exportation of maize and hay from 


Servia has been prohibited. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 118 of the 
. “ Journal” for the 21st April last to the effect 
Consular Invoices. that the original invoices of the merchants or 
manufacturers of goods purchased for exporta- 
tion to the United States, or copies thereof compared with the 
originals by the Consuls, were required to be filed at United 
States Consulates, the Board of Trade have now received, 
through the Foreign Office, information to the effect that the 
United States Government have issued to their Consulates a 
circular suspending the instructions under which these invoices or 
copies were required. The practice is now, therefore, the same as 
it was before the 14th January last. 








The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 
application of the United States Customs 
Tariff, which have recently been issued by the 
Treasury Department at Washington:— 

Reciprocal agreements—cordials, &c.—Cordials, liqueurs, and 
bitters produced in and imported from France, Germany, Italy, or 
Portugal, are entitled to the benefit of the reduced rate of duty 
provided for spirits in. the Reciprocal Commercial Agreements 
with those countries. 

Wines, liquors, &c.—outages.—If it is satisfactorily proved in 
the case of imported wines, liquors, cordials, or distilled spirits that 
differences between the quantities shown by the gauge and those 
shown by invoice are due to natural causes (such as evaporation 
or absorption), or that the gauged quantity, being less than the 
quantity stated on the invoice, was, in reality, the quantity shipped, 
and that the apparent shortage was not due to either breakage, 
leakage, or damage, an allowance is to be made therefor, and the 
duties assessed upon the net quantity as returned by the gauger. 
On the other hand, no allowance is to be made for breakage, 
leakage, or damage. 


Customs 
Decisions. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 
Adhesive" paper imported in small rolls having a metal attachment 
or appliance to keep it in shape, and having a cutter to be used 
in cutting off the paper in required sizes, is dutiable as a manu- 
facture of paper under paragraph 407 of the Tariff, at the rate of 
30 per cent. ad valorem. 
Also the following— 











Paragraph of 
the Tariff 
——. under which | te of Duty. 
dutiable. 
Dols, Cts. 
Linen thread waste ; as Biri: fit only to be con- 
verted into paper” ... ese - ves 632 Free. 
Panderma or panorme wool ; “dutiable as wool of 
the first class . 349 and 357 | lb. 0 il 
Films or strips with pictures thereon produced by 
photographic process, used in moving-picture 
machines ; dutiable according to the material of 
which composed, and not as photographs— 
If made of gelatin... one oo ons 450 35 % ad val. 
Frozen mackerel, halibut, or salmon; dutiable 
under the provision for “ fish frozen, packed in ; 
ice, not specially provided for ”-— 
If packed in less than half-barrels__... eee 258 ms « 
If otherwise packed nine 261 Ib. 0 00% 
Card-cloth foundation, a woven fabric composed of 
wool and flax, the latter being the component of 
chief value ; dutiable as a fabric in chief value 
of flax . ee 346 Various rates. 
Collections ‘of foreign postage stamps ‘contained in a 
stamp album ... 670 Free. 
Clippings, taken from the seams of knit cotton 
garments, the surplus cloth being cut off in the 
process of manufacture ; as “ cotton waste ” or as 
‘‘ paper stock ”’ - eee .-» | 537 or 632 Free. 
Artificial oil of rose; as “ ottar of roses” ... 626 Free. 
Cassava cakes, made from the meal or pulp of the 
cassava plant ; as cassava ... ove ove 20 677 Free. 








Sitka, Alaska, has been designated a sub-port of entry in the 
district of Alaska. 


S ie [The principal port of entry has been re- 
yo ’ moved from Sitka to Juneau, as stated in the 
=i “ Journal ” for the 23rd June. | 





VENEZUELA. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
translation of a recent Decree of the Venezuelan 

Expert Duty on Government, regulating the acquisition = 

Asphalt, So. working of mines of asphalt, petroleum, &c., in 

Venezuela, By this Decree the export duty on asphalt, petroleum, 
bitumen, bituminous pitch, and other similar substances is raised 
to four bolivares per ton; but asphalt, &c., exported under 
contracts entered into with the Venezuelan Government will not 


be subject to this duty. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 


UGANDA PROTECTORATE. 


Adverting to the notice on p. 124 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
for 21st April last, the Board of Trade have 


Report on received, through 

; gh the Foreign Office, a copy of 
wrtin on the report of the Manager of the Uganda 
ee a Railway on traffic for the quarter ended 31st 


March, 1904, from which it appears that, as 


mae, O08. compared with the same period of 1903, the 
earnings show the following results :— 











—— Coaching. Goods. Total. 

Rupees. Rupees. Rupees. 
1903 ... ode ots see ol | 1,16,392 2,51,725 3,68,117 
1904 ... vive eee pee ove wee} 1,44,416 2,97,065 4,41,481 
Increase ... ioe bad 28,024 45,340 73,364 














The introduction of a second steamer on the Lake Victoria 
Nyanza helped considerably to swell the earnings of the railway, 
as, during her trial trip around the lake, she brought a considerable 
cargo from the German ports of Mwanza and Bukoba. The advent 
of this steamer calling at all German, as well as British, ports will 
prove a most valuable feeder to the railway. 





SWEDEN. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Foreign Offige a copy 
of correspondence from which it appears that a 
British steamship from Rangoon (an infected 
port) to Kalmar, was required, in compliance 
with the Swedish Sanitary Regulations, to undergo medical 
inspection at the quarantine station at Kansé before being allowed 
to proceed to her destination, notwithstanding that the vessel had 
been granted a clean Bill of Health by the Danish Authorities. 
The British Representative at Stockholm points out that, it would 
seem advisable that, in future, all vessels proceeding to Swedish 
ports from an infected port, should, even if they have obtained a 
clean Bill of Health at an intermediate port, put in at. the 
Quarantine station at Kiansd, and there undergo the sanitary 
inspection required by the Swedish Law. 


Quarantine 
Regulations. 





GERMANY. 

The Board of Trade have received from rie Consul-General at 
Hamburg copy of the New Tariff of through 

ee gee t freight ‘ies from various inland railway staticits 
vate to ates in Germany to Beira, Lorencgo Marques, Durban, 
Africa Mombasa, Mozambique, Zanzibar, and other 
Kast African ports. This Tariff, which came 

into force on Ist August, replaces that of 15th September, 1899. 
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The Consul-General remarks that the rates of freight on most 
classes of goods have been increased from 4 to 5 per cent., but the 
rates on certain classes of provisions have been slightly reduced. 


ARGENTINA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 321 of the 

‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 18th February 

Consular Fees. last, it may be noted that the ‘‘ Boletin Oficial ” 

of Argentina, of 11th July, contains copy of a 

Decree embodying the various dispositions which are in force with 

reference to Argentine Consular Fees, &c. The fees set out in the 

statement under Law No. 4,280, referred to in the previous notice, 
came into force on Ist July last. 

The “‘ Boletin ” containing the above Decree and the statement 
of fees referred to may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


BRAZIL. URUGUAY. ARGENTINA. PARAGUAY. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 

Notice to Minister in Brazil, forwarding a translation of 

Shi co the clauses of the Sanitary Convention recently 

ep "| signed at Rio between the Medical Repre- 

oe names sentatives of Brazil, Uruguay, Argentine, and 

“a va t 5 Paraguay, under which Convention the vexatious 

nial quarantine, which has so long hindered traffic 

by sea in that part of the world, is abolished. The Convention is 
to be ratified within six months from 12th June last. 

In regard to the treatment of Oriental Piague, it may be noted 
that after the disembarkation of the passengers from the infected 
ship, the ship is to be disinfected. The Clayton apparatus or any 
other system which, in the opinion of the High Contracting Parties, 
has equal advantages, shall be employed in these operations. 

The full translation mentioned above may be consulted on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 











MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY: 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


A formal investigation was held in the Guildhall, Cambridge, on 
the 3rd, 4th, and 5th August, into the circum- 
stances attending the explosion of a_ boiler 
which occurred on the 15th June last, on the 
Catley Park Farm, Linton, Cambridgeshire. 
The Commissioners exonerated the owners from blame, and made 
no order as to costs. 


Enquiry under 
the Boiler 
Explosions Act. 
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FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


A supplement to the “Selangor Government Gazette” of 24th 


ait on June, contains the text of a preliminary report 
po on the gold mines of the Federated Malay 


Gold Mines. States, by Mr. J. B. Scrivenor, Government 
Geologist. 

The ‘‘ Gazette” containing the above may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the offices of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





GOLD COAST. 


The “Gold Coast Government Gazette” of the 16th July contains 
Minin the text of an Ordinance to regulate pros- 
onl pecting and mining rights in the Northern 

Regul Territories of the Gold Coast. 

Any person wishing to prospect in these territories is required to 
apply in writing to the Governor of the Gold Coast for a licence. 

The conditions under which licences may be granted are set 
forth in the ‘‘ Gazette,” which may be seen by those interested 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





NETHERLANDS—DUTCH GUIANA. 


According to a report by the French Consul-General at Amsterdam, 
iiiaiaae at diamonds have been discovered in the district 
nen of Mindrinetie, Dutch Guiana. Specimens of 
' the stones found have been despatched to 
Holland for expert examination: they are said to be of good 
quality and to possess considerable commercial value. It has been 
suggested that the Dutch Government should despatch a commis- 
sion competent to report on the possibility of diamond-prospecting 
on a large scale. The French Consul-General adds that hopes are 
entertained of discovering diamonds in other parts of Guiana, 
possibly in Demerara. 





FRANCE. 


Attention is called to pp. 4-7 of the recently issued report (Foreign 
Coal Trade of Office, Annual Series, 3,230), on the trade of the 
Riestiien Consular district of Marseilles, by Mr. Consul- 
General Gurney, for interesting information 

about the coal trade at that port, with special reference to the 
competition (actual and possible) there with British coal. 
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CONGO FREE STATE. 


The “ Bulletin Officiel de |’Etat Indépendant du Congo” for July 
o contains the text of a Decree, supplementin 
ities kaw the existing Mining Law of the Genanites State 
This Decree forbids the use of any mining 
product, as prepared at the place of extraction, for payments, 
gifts, exchange, or any commercial transaction. Any person, not 
being a concessionnaire of a mine, or authorised by a concessionnaire, 
found in possession of precious metals produced from mines in 
the Congo Free State, or engaged in conveying such metals, 
renders himself liable to imprisonment. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The “ Bulletin” of the American Iron and Steel Association for 
Production of the 25th July last publishes statistics showing 
Pic-Iron, First the production of pig-iron in the United States 

tetas eng of America during the first half of the current 
Half of 1904. year. 
The following table shows the production according to fuel used, 
the corresponding figures for the first six months of the previous 
year being added for purposes of comparison :— 





a First Half of 1908. | First Half of 1904. 





Tons of 2,240 lbs. | Tons of 2,240 lbs, 





Bituminous ... os ose oud ded 8,401,001 7,337,279 
Anthracite ... ine - niin one 1,072,722 622,803 
Charcoal... 008 od ae é¢e 233,644 213,356 

Total of pig-iron produced ... 9,707,367 8,173,438 











The production, as classified by the Association, was as follows 
during the first half of 1904, comparison being made with the first 
half of 1903 :— 





aa First Half of 1903. | First Half of 1904. 





Tons of 2,240 lbs. | Tons of 2,240 lbs, 





Foundry and forgeiron ... oon ee 2,912,270 2,466,385 
Bessemer pig ~ een ape - 5,480,619 4,530,946 
Basic pig... ube — ove sae 1,203,803 1,061,901 
Spiegeleisen and ferro-manganese se 110,675 114,206 

Totals... sea von 9,707,367 8,173,438 











Included in Bessemer pig is a production of 87,582 tons of low- 
phosphorus pig-iren, intended for use in the open-hearth furnace. 





wat ie 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 
RUSSIA. 


According to information received from H.M. Consul-General at 
Warsaw, it appears that all the cotton spinners 
in that district have formed “‘ what one may 
“call an Amalgamated Cotton Spinners’ 
‘“‘ Association for exporting their surplus pro- 
” ‘The association is 


Export 
Association of 
Cotton Spinners. 


“ duction until such time as trade improves. 


called the ‘‘ Lodzer Export Verband.” 





SPAIN. 


In his report for 1903, H.M. Consul-General at Barcelona states 
that the past year has seen the formation of a 


Combine of ( _ 
very important ‘‘ combine” of three large firms 
ange Cotton, in that district engaged in the manufacture of 
© olla sewing cotton, yarns, &c., namely, the “‘Sociedad 


Anonima Sucesora de Fabra y Portabella,” a 
Spanish firm of wealth and high standing; the “‘ Nuevas Hilaturas 
del Ter,” a large manufactory established under this name for 
many years past at Torello, a small town on the river Ter, distant 
about 40 miles from Barcelona; and the ‘“‘ Barcelona Manufacturing 
Company, Limited.” These three large businesses united will for 
the future work as one under the name of the “‘ Compania Anonima 
Hilaturas de Fabra y Coats,” having the sole agency in Spain for 
the sale of the goods manufactured by the principal British firms. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,237.) 





AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 13th August, were as 
follow :— 
Wheat ... ee sos .- 288, 4d. 
Barley ... ids oe oe 198. 9d. 
Oats... eon oe re yaa 
For further particulars see p. 325. 


A statement is published on p. 326, showing the quantities of 
Tm ;. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
cae - a imported into the United Kingdom during the 

romuce. week ended the 13th August, 1904, as well as 


of the imports during the corresponding week of 1903. 
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NATAL—ZULULAND. 


In a recent report, Mr. Agnew, Correspondent at Port Natal to 
Disposal of the Board of Trade, forwards an extract from 
en amartl the “‘ Natal Mercury” containing a statement of 

Lands the policy, as outlined by the Minister of 
: Agriculture, which the Natal Government 
intends to pursue in regard to the opening up of Zululand. 

Mr. Clayton said, in regard to the sub-division of lands and the 
disposal thereof, the lands will be classed under four heads :—(a) 
Lands of the best quality, suitable for sugar and similar enter- 
prises. These will be surveyed into farms of 300 acres. (0) 
Lands of second quality, for agricultural purposes, as above— 
farms to be 600 acres in extent. (c) Farms suitable for mixed 
agricultural and pastoral farming, of lower general grade than the 
preceding. These will be limited in area to 1,000 acres. (d) 
Pastoral holdings ; these to be limited to 2,000 acres. The tenure 
will be leasehold for 99 years. Sub-leases are to be subject to the 
approval of the Government. 

Leases will be offered by public competition at the following 
upset rentals per annum :—Class (a), 3s. per acre; class (b), 1s. 6d. 
per acre; class (c), 6d. (?) per acre; class (d), 3d. (?) per acre. 

Townships.—It is proposed to lay off, at each Magistracy, a 
small township of 100 erven, each erf one acre in extent, with a 
commonage of some 2,000 acres. 


EGYPT. 


H.M. Consul at Port Said reports that cotton exports from that 
Cotton Export port have risen from about 400 bales in 1901 
from Port Said, 0.43000 bales in 1902, and to 10,700 bales in 

om tort wald. 1903. This cotton comes from the Sharkiyeh 
or eastern province of the delta, of which Zagazig is the local 
centre, being for the most part brought down the Sweet Water 

Canal to Ismailia and put on board vessels in Lake Timsah, or 

further brought in barges up the maritime canal to Port Said, 

or even across Lake Menzaleh from the Mansourah district. 

The progress of this export trade in cotton will largely depend 
upon the rates charged by the new railway to Port Said, and also 
upon the success of the concession for boat traffic from Matarieh 
across Lake Menzaleh. (See p. 270 of last week’s issue of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal.”) (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,229.) 


FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 


The “Echo de Madagascar” publishes a summary of a recent 

report by M. Prud’homme, Principal of the 

one Agricultural Department in Madagascar, from 
Cuteenenen. which the following particulars are taken :— 


M. Prud’homme is of opinion that, except in certain districts, 
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where the soil is unusually favourable and the population dense, 
it is not advisable for Europeans to undertake the cultivation of 
cotton. He thinks, however, that the natives should be encouraged 
as much as possible to cultivate it. 

The regions most suitable for cotton plantations are situated in 
the north and north-west of the island. An experimental station 
has been established on the west coast, and the Chamber of 
Agriculture has requested the Government to establish two more. 

Scarcity of labour is the great drawback to success in most 
districts ; if planters could be certain of obtaining the services of a 
sufficient number of permanent hands, cotton cultivation would, 
in the opinion of M. Prud’homme, prove a successful undertaking 
in many parts of Madagascar. 


PORTUGAL. 


The “ Diario do Governo ” of 9th August contains an order naming 
: a commission, among whose members are to be 

Cotton Growing 
representatives of each of the Commercial and 


in the Colonies. Industrial Associations of Lisbon and Oporto, 


to study the question of cotton growing in the oversea provinces 
of ee Max, and to formulate a plan for giving a new impulse to 
that industry. 








ITALY. 


A memorandum has been received at the Foreign Office, from 
H.M. Consul at Palermo, transmitting particu- 


Peascssey wr lars of the lemon and orange trade of Sicily, 
sy “A , from which it appears that during the season 
ee 1903-04 Sicily produced 3,652,800,000 fruits, or 


rather more than half of the whole production of allitaly. The 
production of oranges and lemons in all Italy during 1903-04 
amounted to 5,250,000,000 fruits, principally lemons. This was 
790,000,000 in excess of the totals for the previous season, or 
16 per cent. above the average annual production. 

There are stated to be 16,700,000 lemon and orange trees in all 


Italy, of which 10,390,000 are in Sicily. 

The Consul adds that the state of the lemon and or ange export 
trade of Italy for the first six months of 1904 showed an increase 
in value of 2,600,000 lire over the corresponding period of 1908 ; 


of this sum Sicily represented two-thirds. 


AUSTRIA—HUNGARY. 


According to the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce,” the prune 
Secies Serecet harvest in Bosnia-Herzegovina promises to be 
gy h cor tag remarkably abundant, especially in the north, 
= wee which is the chief centre of production. The 
mates total production will, it is estimated, amount 


to 3,500 waggon loads, as compared with from 1,200 to 1,500 
loads ; in 1903. 
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BULGARIA. 


A report on trade in Bulgaria for 1903, recently issued by the 
Foreign Office, states that the manager of the 
Cotton Growing. Varna cotton mill, established largely with 
British capital, now paying a dividend of over 
® per cent. and employing some 500 persons in normal times, has 
greatly encouraged cotton growing in Bulgaria by bringing seed 
from Egypt and America; considerable areas have been planted 
this year. That produced so far has been satisfactory, and by 
degrees it is hoped that Bulgaria will produce its fair share of the 
world’s cotton supply. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,236.) 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


A report published in the “ Labour Gazette”* of 16th August, 
based on 4,614 returns, viz.: 3,154 from Em- 


State of the | ployers, or their Associations, 1,371 from Trade 
Labour Market in 17, d 89 f th tates that 
Taly, 1904, nions, an rom other sources, states that, 


on the whole, employment in July was slightly 
worse than in June. As compared with a year ago, a general 
decline is shown, except in the cotton trade, in which, however, 
short time continues. 

In the 270 Trade Unions, with an aggregate membership of 
568,272, making returns, 34,494 (or 6:1 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of July, as compared with 5°9 per 
cent. a month ago, and 4°9 per cent. jin July, 1903. The mean 
percentage of unemployed returned at the end of July during 
the ten years 1894-1903 was 3°8. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 11th August, 1904, 

Cotton Statistics. was 22,903, and the number imported during 
the 32 weeks ended the 11th August was 

1,771,941. As regards exports, the figures are, for the week 

ended the 11th August, 1904, 6,870 bales, and for the 32 weeks, 

259,840. 

For turther details see p. 325. 


The number of aliens arriving at ports in the United Kingdom 
Alien during July, 1904, was 18,239, and during 
suena the seven months ending 31st July, 103,735. 

Reegranen. Detailed statistics of alien immigration will 

be found on p. 327. 





* For list of the principal contents of “ Labour Gazette,” see p. 328. 
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Miscellaneous. 








BERMUDA. 


The following table, showing the value of the imports and exports 

of Bermuda, exclusive of specie, during the last 

Trade in 1903. three years, is taken from the recently issued 
report on that Colony :— 





Imports.* | Exports. 





From and To 


1901. | 1902, | 1903. || 1901. | 1902. | 1903. 
| | i | | 




















| | 

£ £ g aoe Se 
United Kingdom.. .-.| 142,911 | 155,675 | 172,847 3,333 | 6.328 | 3,806 
Canada ... ..| 41,167 | 52,110 | 65,637 1,036} 1,753 | 5,032 
Other British Colonies | 11,399 | 13,523 9,457 8,456 | 2,202 | 4,256 
United States of America./ 296,937 | 321,487 | 289,239 || 90,654 | 100,730 | 112,249 

Other Countries ... ...| 8,302 | 3,346 | 3,008 — | 122; — 
Total... -.-| 500,716 tenet ee 98,479 111,186 125,343 








* In the above figures, the value of the Government stores—civil, naval and 
military—is not included. 





RUSSIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Odessa, in a recent report on agri- 
culture in that district, states that a 
considerable quantity of hemp-seed oil has 
latterly (before the war began) been brought to 
Odessa from Manchuria by sea and sold so cheaply (19s. to 19s. 
2d. per cwt.) as to compete successfully with the oil produced by 
the Odessa oil crushing works. ‘The latter have been unfavourably 
affected and their owners compelled to curtail their output. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,232.) 


SPAIN. 


In his report for the year 1901, H.M. Consul-General at Barcelona 
pointed out that, in his opinion, there was a 


Hemp-seed Oil 
at Odessa. 





a — good opening for a bank there having 
P caer ted branches in South America, Mexico, &c. 


Referring to thts in his last report, recently 
issued, the Consul-General states that the ‘ Deutsche 
Ueberseeische Bank” of Berlin, having branches in Buenos 
Ayres, Bahia Blanca, Cordoba (Argentina), Antofagasta, Con- 
cepcion, Iquique, Santiago, Valdivia, Valparaiso (Chile) and 
Mexico City, have started a branch at Barcelona under the title of 
the “ Banco Aleman Transatlantico.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,237.) 





AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


H.M. Consul at Trieste reports that the cellulose manufactory at 
Cellul Villach (Carinthia), which belonged to capi- 
Fewer talists of the Austrian Friuli and which had 
y suspended its payment, has now been taken 
taken over by b rg CS ro Toret 
British Firm, V0 Sy & well-Known Dritish Grm. (forewn 
Office, Annual Series, 3,233.) 





ore 
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Miscellaneous. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


In his report for last year, H.M. Consul at Savannah states that 

by new processes of production, what is called 
Wood Turpentine. ‘‘ wood turpentine,” that is, a somewhat inferior 

quality of spirits of turpentine, is now being 
manufactured in the Southern States from pine knots, roots, &c., 
which sources of supply have hitherto been allowed to go to waste 
in abandoned pine lands. The new industry, as yet, is only in the 
experimental stage, but it is being watched with interest by naval 
store dealers, who hope that an article produced in this way may 
be useful in the industrial arts, where cheaper grades are utilisable, 
and where it is not necessary to use the high standard qualities of 
spirits of turpentine, which so far can only be obtained by distilling 
the pure gum of the pine-tree. (foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,240.) 





PARAGUAY. 


The following particulars of the trade of Paraguay in 1903 are 
based on statistics contained in the recent 

Trade in 1903. report of H.M. Consul at Asuncion. 
The value of the imports last year, distinguish- 
ing those from the United Kingdom, was as follows, 1902 figures 
being added for purposes of comparison : 














From | 1902 | 1903, 
| | 
£ £ 
United Kingdom . ses nea pe owe v-| 172,778 227,809 
All other countries... see "és eee ove | 293,681 482,556 
teks... ic. adss'nidey 710,365 








The total value of the exports from Paraguay in 1903 amounted to 
850,730. as against 778,132/7in 1902, the principal products being 
hides, dried and salted (208,218/.), jerked meat (79,7121.), extract 
of quebracho (60,125/.), hard woods and posts (93,6871.), tobacco in 
leaf (64,3181.), and “ yerba,” unmilled (151,536/.). In converting 
Paraguayan currency into sterling an average rate of exchange 
of 1,000 per cent. has been taken. 

H.M. Consul remarks that it is exceedingly difficult to obtain 
accurate statistics of the trade and commerce of Paraguay, and 
figures taken from different official sources are often found to vary 
considerably. He adds that the figures used in the preparation of 
the report have been taken from what are believed to be trust- 
worthy sources, and much care has been taken in verifying and 
correcting the same as far as possible. 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 32 Weeks ended llth August, 1904, 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 









































Week ended oe Week ended a seen 
eee” vate 11th August, — are 11th August, 
. 1904, : 1904, 
| IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
| (Bales.) (Bales.) 
| 
| No. No. No. No. 
American oe nl 11,162 1,225,887 135 149,259 
Brazilian eee eee ee | — 76,212 oun 3,577 
East Indian ... oe | 1,423 168,658 6,365 47,837 
Egyptian... sas abel 9,869 260,213 331 54,308 
Miscellaneous ee vet 449 40,971 39 4,859 
Total we am 22,908 | 1,771,941 6,870 259,840 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 13th August, 1904, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 


Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price, 











Wheat, Barley. Oats. 

& ad, & dd. & ad, 

Week ended 13th August, 1904 ... ua & 4 19 9 a 
Corresponding week in— 

1897 eee eee ese eee eee eee 30 4 19 2 17 2 

1898 ... ove ove ove eee oof So FT 24 4 19 Il 

1899 ean see eee eee eee eee 24 7 26 ll 17 4 

1900 ... ose vee vee ove ee} 28 10 23 3 19 11 

1901 ... eee ove eee eee ooo Be 4 ~~ F 18 9 

1902 see eee eee see see eee 31 7 24 9 22 2 

1908 ... cee cee ese ee ce] 29 Ii 21 3 18 10 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, 


provides that where returns of 


purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley 


and thirty-nine imperiai pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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| Im : Ang. | 
I PO ge pees oe Produce into the United Kingdom > 
i : e Quantities of certai i tan id 
| Produce imported into the United Kin tem in the eak ended 
i St, together wi so week ended 
on ’ with the . a 
rresponding week of the previous year. quantities imported *in the 
ma” ended | Correspond- : 
th August,/ ing week 
: 1904. in 1903 
Animals, living :— | 
xen, bulls, cows, an | | 
Sheep and sete oo d calves eee ball Number. 14.235 — ( 
wine ane — eee eee . “ rf vA a 
e comes Ee AR Senile : ach | 8,326 
reson me See — = eee eee , —_— 
Beet. oe ‘ 931 426 
utton i eee ece ece eee Cwts. 73 439 » 
Pees ftss: | S| = 
rese . eee eee on7 ’ 
Bacon p —_ rege —_ ‘ ” 4,200 8,858 
ee — . — eee ee wts. = — 
ei a. ae ee ee ; ye ted 93,949 
Pork a . eee eee eee 9 90'821 orn 7 
yan eee eee pis: Za 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... ” 3,897 a's “4 coe 
no wig 1 mtg otherwise thanbysalting ” 10,904 9915 the 
argarine eee oe sont = “ee wts. 86 635 m7Q O° 
ee SD ee er | 19,6 
’ in cans — 56,912 8 
cream rings wrens coo ee * _ 62,441 
»» condensed .., i ce ae 7. 
ak Se os. ae ‘ 21,200 19,332 
Poultry and a eee eee eco eee Grt. Hundr 108 399 Alien 
Game r thi sy eee eee oes] Value £ : “eC 293,636 “ 
oe tinned). = ..| Ot 1335 3,162 Us 
Case eee . eee eee eco e eee wts, 16,418 12 690 A 
ee ire 20,994 14,141 
ne ae _ Nee os omen 1,584,200 | 1,861,610 
Oata” eee eee ene eae - 99 316,000 337 349 
Peas eee eee eee eee a : te ye | 348,273 Total 
eee eee eee eee eee or “ 40% ? ) 
a er — eee cece og 65, 730 bo aoe 
Frui eorIndiancorn ... ne ” 100,900 59.512 
ruit, raw :— eee oe si | $21°700 Pre 
=, eee ese . C ts { ’ . 
prico and ach e eee eee wts. 29 686 Alier 
ane owes oo Bad oe ™” B " | poe “= a 
rries a or wee eee unc es, , wed 
Ea RNS ree g ate Cwts. | “You eo . 
ee ee ee " | 2°973 ions Ali 
a ae | oe ” " 97 goes Al 
Lemons aad wt eee eee eee ” 43 439 2,407 4) 
most ss 8 20854 | 16,50 : 
ol a eee eee cn vie ef ose | 5'093 Tote 
Strawberries. ete r aa | yer 
Maman a eee eee eee ” Pa 37,846 _— 
ay one ‘sail ose eee eee { " v 
Straw ... eee ai i vee eee Tons, | "San 53,91 0 Oi 
| NET EE — a. . “ | nae | 4,069 . 
Temebun aos iis -qat:\vaee hee Cwrs. | 614 "583 . 
egetables ae ed an 5 | 
estes aie B : | BAM 2): age : 
otatoes = e eee eee eee ushels. | ‘ 4 
ieee : | ace 45,8 12 . 
Vegetables, dried ... .. coo ee Value£ | 5187 29,596 b 
Preserved by canning 40.00 sows Cwts, | 551 | pe ; 
” 2,565 3,041 j 





—— 
—— 
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Alien Immigration—July. 





the corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


Statement of the Number of Aliens that Arrived from the Continent at Portst in the United 
Kingdom during the Month and Seven Months epded 31st July, 1904, compared with 


(Compiled from the Alien Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


























































































































naman all Zeon | Genntinn- | ‘Send sated oe ontites| wen 
Bremer- and vian Ports. Ports, . PPe- Ports 
um | haven. Antwerp. | ; 
| a | | | 
1904, | 1903 1904, | 1908. | 190, | 190. | 190. | 1909. 190, | 1908. | 1804 | 1008 1904. | 1903. | 1904. | 1903. 
| 
F | Month ended 31st July. 
Aliens not described in| 
the Alien Lists = ~ | | | | | | | 
route to places out 0 | | 
the United Kingdom :* | | | 
Arrived at London ...) 2,172) 1,751) 1,744| 1,869] 241, 232)... ” | 372} 829 ae 410} 360} 4,939} 4,541 
» Grimsby... 1,101; 411; 88 91| 29 84 ... oy ees | ter dames «ok ae. ae 
» Hull...) 107) 156; 104) 96] 159) 180) 68) 44 90) 40 ... 23} 38} «= 551) 508 
»  TynePorts} 41) 57| 62/ 60) 325; 398; 15} 26) .. n | ob 41; 91) 484 627 
» Iaith ...| 121) 87; 76 93} 26 36 ie, Fp oe meee 18, 21] «= 24l| = 287 
anf RE ee 1| oP oon . | 1,298) 1,053} 27; 15] 1,825) 1,069 
»  Otherports| 47; 31, 56; G1 228) 205 8 .. ee 610} 677; 941) 983 
OG cai we 3,589| 2,493, 2,130| 1,770 1,008) 1,071; 83} 79, + 462 870 1,298) 1,053) 1,129) 1,202) $9,699) $8,538 
Aliens described in ‘the 7 a | | | 
Alien Lists as en route | | | 
to places = of the | | 
United Kingdom : | | 
Arrived at se - 466, 1,049) 806) 849} 965 | we es ee = — = 
’ arwicd ,. ee eee eee eee 304 447) eee eee eee eee eee eee f . 
- —_— 283/ 143, 789; 818} 1,970) 3,258 861] 1,179} 548} 337) ., one 7| 9} 4,458) 5,7 
» Other ports) | vas 205] 306) 192) 197... 93; 758) ... | .. 283, $25) 1,438) 921 
Total «1 = w| 725] 609, 2,043| 1,930] 3,315 4,867, 861 1,272) 1,306} 337; 290 334) 8,540) 9,349 
Total of Aliens arrived... 4,314) 3,102 — 3,700} 4,323 5,938) 944 1,851) 1,768 1,207) 1,298; 1,053 1,419) 1,536] $18,239) $17,887 
Seven Months ended 31st July. 
od | es (oF 
Aliens not described in | | | 
the Alien ce as en| | | | 
route to places out of | | | 
the United Kingdom: * | | | | | | | 
‘Total Now... —_...| 15,975 13,771 9,031| 7,668} 6,096 6,793} 427) 495) 3,126) 3,507) 8,584) 8,795 5,017) 6,431) $48,256) 247,460 
Aliens described in the! | | | | 
oe Nite as en ee | | | | | 
t places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Total No... .. | 3,320 3,632 13,3181 14,270) 28,070! 50,104) 4,451/ 12,189) 3,663) 3,378 80 2,662} 3,348) 55,479] 86,951 
| | ee eee 
Total of Aliens rendered aeaes 17,403 22,942,998 34,166 56,897} 4,878) 12,684) 6,789) 6,885) 8,584) 8,825 7,679) 9,779 4en7es ie Aa 
} 
































* The distinction made in this Return between “* Aliens not described in the Alien Lists as en route to places out of the 
United Kingdom,” and “ Aliens descrived in thé Alien Lists as en route, &c.,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens 


who arrive from Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered 

But it is not thereby implied that the ‘* Aliens not described in the Alten Lists as en route, ge 
this — 

tion and Im 


desirable to record this fact. 


come to this country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on 


Aliens 


Sess. 190}, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 


t The 


Glasgow, Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, Mid 
Newhaven, Newport, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. The lists receiv 


Newcastle, 


Engr 


a 


while man 
migration, 


of the 
o. 145, 


” 


ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Blyth, Bristol, Cardiff, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, 
Middlesbrough, 


from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, proceed 


by train as third-class assengers. 

t The number of : “ 
the United 
July, 


sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to places out of 
Kingdom in the month of July, 1904, was 985 and 1,060 in the same month of 1903; in the seven months ended 
1904, the number was 7,392, and in the same months of 1903 the number was 8,210. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of July, 1904, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of ls. 1d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Hast Harding Street, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver 
& Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, 
Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1903, in two volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 7s. ld. for the first, and 5s. 
for the second volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1899-1903, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country) in the first volume, and in the second volume 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 
16th of each month. The following are among the more im- 
portant articles which appear in the number issued on the 16th 
July :—State of the Labour Market in July; Changes in Wages 
and Hours in 1903; Wages of Farm Labour in the United States ; 
Recent Conciliation Cases ; Workmen’s Compensation Acts (Report 
of Departmental Committee on); Pauperism (Proportion of Men, 
Women and Children relieved); Strike in the Meat Packing 
Industry in the United States ; Agricultural Hirings; Post Office 
Wages; Reports on Employment in the Principal Industries, &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a réswmé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual and 
Miscellaneous Series issued since the last number of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal.” 


ANNUAL. 
No. 3,249. Trade of South Italy for 1903 (Supplementary). 
Prosperity of the country continues to hold its own in 
continues to progress in the the market, and the trade 
most satisfactory manner. seems capable of indefinite 
Proposed attempt tocultivate | expansion. 
cotton on a large scale. Large increase in business of 


British sulphate of copper agricultural banks. 


This publication includes reports from Gioia Tauro, Bari, Capri, 
Barletta, Manfredonia, and Salerno. 















































Aug. 18, 1904.) 







THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 329 





Government Publications. 





No. 3,250. Trade of Salonica and District for 1903. 


Considering the very dis- 
turbed state of the country, 
the year was one of average 
prosperity. 

Table of comparative exports 
of grain during 1902-03. 

Tobacco crop’ below the 
average in quantity, but quality 
unusually good. 


Particulars of other exports: 
skins, opium, cocoons, wool, 
egos, &c. 

Owing to failure of cotton 
crop, large quantities had to be 
imported. 

Modifications in 
dues, 


harbour 


This publication also contains reports from Uscub, Prevesa and 


Cavalla. 


No. 3,251. Trade of Wenchow for 1903. 


Advance of nearly 40 per 
cent. in value of total trade. 

Value of import trade in 
foreign goods showed an ad- 
vance of nearly 20 per cent. 


No. 3,252. 


The unfavourable conditions 
which prevailed in 1902 con- 
tinued in 1903 to affect trade, 
and tended also to increase in- 
debtedness abroad as regards 
both public and private loans. 

General decline in fishing, 
ice and shipping industries. 

Increase in value of imports, 
owing to large importation of 
grain and coal, and high prices 
of cotton and hemp: falling 
off in wine, butchers’ meat and 
machinery. 


Large increase in imports of 
kerosene, cotton goods, metals 
and matches. 

Import, export and shipping 
returns. 


Trade of Norway for 1903. 


Increase in value of exports, 
owing chiefly to the extra 
quantity and high prices of 
timber exported. 

Details of fishing industry. 

Table showing nationality 
of commercial travellers who 
visited the country in 1902 and 
1903. 

Statistics of imports, exports 
and shipping. 


No. 3,253. Foreign Commerce of Russia and Trade of the Consular 
District of St. Petersburg for 1903. 


Total revenue derived from 
Customs duties was 25,500,0004. 
92°2 per cent. levied on the 
Kuropean frontier, and 7°8 per 
cent. on the Asiatic. 

Value of exports 27 per 
cent. above the average for 
three preceding years. 
Remarkable growth in im- 


port of agricultural machinery, 
textiles and tissues, cotton, 
jute, silk and wool. 

British imports show an in- 
crease of about 12 per cent. in 
value: a fair amount of this 
comes under the head of manu- 
factured articles. 

Remarks on export of food- 
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Government Publications. 





stuffs to United Kingdom: 
butter, eggs, meat and game 
show a large increase. 

Development of trade in 
turpentine, hops, and wool. 

Detailed account of mining 
industry: iron, coal, gold, and 
platinum. 


No. 3,254. 


Imports have decreased by 
367,275l.; exports have in- 
creased by 133,068/. 

Openings for British trade: 
galvanised corrugated iron, iron 
pots, sewing machines, fibre 
machinery, stout, whisky, paints 
and oils, paper and enamelled 
ware. 

Export of hats made from 
native fibres. 


—————s 


Large increase in cotton 
cultivation: over 1,000,000 
acres under cotton in Russian 
Central Asia. 

Quantity of Indian tea im- 
ported increased from 307,000 
lbs. in 1900 to 8,053,000 in 
1903. 


Trade of Madagascar for 1903. 


Establishment of automobile 
service between Mahatsara and 
Antananarivo. 

Value of gold exported in- 
creased from 42,832/. in 1899 
to 234,271/. in 1908. 

Outline of mining regula- 
tions. 

Table of exceptions to the 
general Customs Tariff in 
respect of foreign imports. 


No. 3,255. Trade of Bohemia for 1903. 


Commercial depression keenly 
felt, except in the electrical and 
agricultural machinery indus- 
tries. 

Details of projected canal 
construction: 10,400,000/. to 
be expended during the period 
1904-12. 


Suggested canal from Vienna 
to Trieste. 

Statistics of coal production : 
steady decrease in amount ex- 
ported to Germany. 

Great diminution in sugar 
production: 658,285 tons in 
1901-02; 440,225 tons in 
1902-08. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. 618. Special Technical Schools for the Wood-working 
Industries in Germany. 


List of technical schools for 
wood working, wood carving, 
wood turning and allied indus- 
tries. 


Details of subjects of in- 


struction. 


Particulars of conditions of 


entrance, fees and management. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Reports from the following British Colonies have been issued 
since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” :— 


No. 419. 


Weihaiwei. 


No. 420. St. Helena. 


No. 421. 


Hong Kong. 
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OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 

Report on Changes in Rates of Wages and Hours of Labour in the 
United Kingdom in 1908, with Comparative Statistics for 1894-1902. 
[Od. 2,199.] Price 7d. 

This volume is the eleventh of a series of Annual Reports, com- 
piled in the Labour Department of the Board of Trade, dealing 
with the changes in the market rates of wages and recognised hours 
of workpeople in the United Kingdom for a full week’s work, 
exclusive of overtime. 

The changes in wages during the year resulted in a net decrease, 
but the amount of the fall measured in weekly loss of wages was 
less than in either of the two preceding years, though spr ead over 
a larger number of trades. Coal mining, iron and steel, engineer- 
ing, shipbuilding, and glass were the trades most affected by a fall 
in wages. 


Egypt. No. 2 (1904). Despatch from H.M. Agent and Consul- 
General at Cauro, inclosing a Report by the Under-Secretary of State 
for Public Works in Egypt, upon the Basin of the Upper Nile. 


(Cd. 2,165.] Price 17s. 


This volume is the outcome of a prolonged tour made by Sir 
William Garstin in the Upper Nile region. It contains an 
exhaustive description of that district, and a sketch of the 
irrigation programme which might possibly be adopted in the 
future. The execution of this programme would involve an 
estimated expenditure of £H21,400,000, of which £H13,000,000 
would be in the Soudan and £EB, 400, 000 in Egypt. 

Sir William Garstin estimates that were the whole of his 
Egyptian project carried out, 750,000 acres of land would be con- 
verted from basin into perennial irrigation ; 100,000 acres would 
be made capable of being irrigated by pumps; 800,000 additional 
acres would be brought under cultivation; and that the increased 
revenue to be derived from taxation would be £E1,205,000 a year. 
The execution of the Soudan project would bring 1,000,000 acres 
under cultivation, and produce a return, in the shape of land tax, 
of 500,000/. a year. 

A staff of experts is about to be appointed to study the projects 
set forth in this report. 


Government Laboratory. Report of the Principal Chemist for the 
year ended 31st March, 1904, with Appendices. [Cd. 2,144. ] 
Price 3d. 

The work of the Government Laboratory during the financial 
year, 1903-4 involved 59,986 tests in the Customs Laboratory, as 
compared with 61,442 in the preceding year, of samples of goods 
in regard to their liability to spirit duty, the sugar and tobacco 
duties, &e., and 85,305 analyses (against 83 370) in the Excise 
Branch of the Laboratory for the Inland Revenue and other 
Government Departments. 
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Merchant Shippiag Act, 1894. Return of all ships (British and 
Foreign) ordered by the Board of Trade to be provisionally detained 
as unsafe during the pertod 1st July, 1903, to 30th June, 1904, 
[ Cd. 2,217.] Price 14d. 


Agricultural Statistics of Ireland, with Detailed Report for 1903. 
[ Cd. 2,196.] Price 1s. 


The statistics of the cropped area in Ireland published in this 
volume, compared with those of the previous year, show that while 
there was in 1903 a slight increase in the area devoted to arable 
uses with a smaller decrease in the land used for pastoral purposes, 
a net shrinkage of 223 acres took place in cereal crops, accompanied 
by a net shrinkage of 10,610 acres in green crops. The area under 
flax decreased by 5,057 acres. Meadow and clover occupied 
50,701 acres more, and grass (pasture) 37,703 acres less than in 
1902. The present year is the fifteenth year in succession in 
which the acreage under potatoes has decreased. In 1888 it stood 
at 804,566 ; in 1903 it is 620,393—a decline of 184,175 acres in 


15 years. 


Index to Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Representatives 
abroad on Trade and Subjects of General Interest, with Appendia, 
1903. [Cd. 2,148.] Price 1s. 


This index of subjects dealt with in the Reports of His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular officers abroad, issued by the Foreign 
Office during the year 1903, has been prepared in the Intelligence 
Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade. 
The Appendix gives a list of all the reports indexed, and the price 
of each. A note of certain Parliamentary Papers on trade and 
subjects of general economic interest, other than the reports of 
H.M. Diplomatic and Consular officers abroad, also issued by the 
Foreign Office during the year 1903, is given in an addendum. 


Post Office. Fiftieth Report of the Postmaster-General. [Cd. 
2,226.] Price 54d. 


According to an estimate given in this report, the number of 


postal packets delivered in the United Kingdom during the year 
ended 3lst March, 1904, was as follows :— 











| Average 
Number. 04 oak No. to each 

; P person. 
Letters aa “=e so ..-| 2,597,600,000 ‘7 61°2 
Postcards... Sak see .--| 613,700,000 25°5 14°5 
Halfpenny packets ose .--| 820,400,000 13 19°3 
Newspapers... = one oe 174,800,000 ‘3 (dec.) 4°] 
Parcels aos een oa — 94,400,000 4°5 2°2 
Total ose ove e-| 4,300,900,000 3°8 101°3 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


THE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1904, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 

















No, Place. Price|| No. Place, Price 
EUROPE — 8244 | Dantzig... on ...1903) 14d. 
Austria-Hungary: 3129 | Estimates of the German 
3199 | Austria-Hungary _ ...1903) 13d. Empire ...1904| 1d. 
3255 | Bohemia : wee 55 | ld. || 3221 | Frankfort-on-Main ...1903) 53d 
3233 | Trieste and Lissa . 5, | 2d. || 3153 | Germany ace sei | oe 
3186 | Hamburg 3 | 38d. 
Belgium : 3137 | Pomerania - ae, | 
3125 | Antwerp: Shipping and 3198 | Prussian Estimates, 1904-5) 1d. 
Navigation ... 1903) ld. || 601 | Technical Instruction in 
3116 | Belgium: Finances and Germany : Special Schools 
Commerce in 1902 and and Courses for Mechan- 
Budget Estimates for 1904| 2d. ical Engineering and 
604 | Canals and other Navigable Hlectro-Technics ... wee| 24d. 
| Waterways of Belgium ...\11}d.|| 602 | Textile Technical Schools in 
612 | Customs Tariff of Belgium | 1d, | Germany: Development 
| of the Textile Industries...| 5d. 
Bulgaria: || 603 | Technical Schools in Ger- 
3236 | Bulgaria ... 1903) 1d. || many for Special Branches 
| | of the Metal Industries ...| 3d. 
| Denmark : || 608 | Special Schools for Ship 
3113 | Denmark (Supplemen- | Engineers in Germany ...| 24d 
a: o> ---1902) 4d. || 609 | Technical Instruction in 
3119 | Denmark (Financial | Naval Architecture and 
condition) a 14d.) | Engineering in Germany..| 24d. 
3180 | Denmark ...1903| 33d.| 611 | Navigation Schools in Ger- 
3138 | Iceland... 19V0-02} 13d.'| many obs 000 w».| Ld. 
j 613 | Projected Rhine - Neckar - 
France and French Colonies: | Danube Ship Canal 3d. 
$226 | Algeria ... «-1903) 24d.) 615 | Special Technical Schools 
3246 | Bastia ... ove 9p | 3A. } for the Ceramic Industries| 14d. 
3184 | Bordeaux » 5 | 24d.|| 616 | Fishing Trade of the Weser 
3176 | Brest » | 1$d,)| Seaports ... one oael B46. 
3146 | Calais ... - 9, | 2$a.|| 618 | Special Technical Schools 
3149 | Cherbourg coe 9) | 2hd.]| Jor the Wood-working 
3181 | Cochin-China... = ae, | 2d. || Industries 0 ose vne| Bd. 
3216 | Dunkirk 00s ove 9 | L§A,I 
3172 | French Budget for 1904 2d. || Greece: 
3171 | Havre ... 1903] 3d. | 3179 Cyclades 1903) 14d. 
3117 | Indo-China ...1902) 1d. || 3126 | Greece: Finances Td. 
S164 | yy 1903-04] 1d, || 3156 | Morea and Provinces 
3243 | Lyons, St. Etienne, and | of A&tolia and Acarn- 
Grenoble 1903} 1d, || ania ... see coe yf | Lbd. 
3254 | Madagascar soe yo | 13d.|| 3166 | Pirzeus ... one o 95 | 1h. 
3230 | Marseilles » | 24d.|| 3148 | Thessaly ose op” 1 on 
3130 | Nantes ... » | ld, | 
3201 | Nice one oo | oo Italy : 
3147 | Pondicherry & Karikal ,, | 1d. | 3939 Central Italy ... .--1903| 13d. 
10908 1Gemom 1. «etna oe 
German Empire and Colonies: | 8120 | Italy: Finances o sit Bad. 
3196 | Baden ... .+.1903| 3d. || 3248 | Lecce ram » | 24d. 
Chemnitz ue “ am 
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No. | Place. Price|| No. Place. ‘Price 
| 
3208 | Leghorn ...1903} 13d.| Switzerland : 
3213 | Sicily ... on .-- » | 24d.|| 3150 | Switzerland --.1903) $d. 
3118 | South Italy... co gp | oe 
3249 ” , (Supplemen- Turkey: 
tary) ... = 2d. || 3154 | Aleppo and Adana _....1903! 2d. 
605 | Changes in the Distribution 3235 | Baghdad ‘ we a 1 
of Works of Art in the 3168 | Basra ... roe ge | Oe 
Royal Galleries of 3192 | Beirut and Coast of 
Florence ... 1d. Syria ... ae esas 
610 | Industrial Development o || 3140 | Constantinople ...1903) 23d. 
Italy ON eae 1}d.)| 3224 | Erzeroum eee 
3223 | Palestine o 9» | 16 
Netherlands: 3250 | Salonica «7 oe 
3136 | Amsterdam ..-1903} 1d. || 3170 | Smyrna... , 13d. 
3163 | Java «» sy | 13d.|| 3160 | Trebizond... » yy | 294. 
Norway : AFRICA— 
3252 | Norway... ... 1903) 23d.|| 3122 | Alexandria... -+-1902| 2d. 
3121 | Egypt ... .. 1887-1902) 23d. 
ee: 3229 | Port Said and Suez_...1903/ 14d. 
3187 | Beira ... ...1903} 14$d.|| 3135 | Liberia ... see ne ae ae 
3211 | Chinde . we 95 | 3d. || 3141 | Tunis ... sa ...1902| 13d. 
3183 | North Portugal | wee 9, | 13¢.|| 606 Prospects of Growing Cotton 
3178 | South Portugal tion. ah ld. in the East Africa Pro- 
3210 | Tete en » | $0 tecitorate ... 1d. 
607 | Country Produce T raffie 0 on 
Roumania : | the Uganda Railway ...| Id. 
3204 ' Roumania 1903 23d. 
Russia : AMERICA, NORTH— 
3206 | Batoum... = 1903) 12d. Mexico: 
3194 | Moscow.. 13d.|| 3112 | Mexico... =m 0001902]. 2hd. 
3128 | Odessa ... "1902 24d.|| 614 | Livestock in Mexico 23d. 
3232 , (Agriculture) ...1903] 14d. 
3142 | Poland and Lithuania... 9 | 24d. United States of America: 
3115 | Rostov-on-Don 1902} 14d.|| 3175 | Boston ... ---1903} 2d. 
3173 - i. -..1903 23d.|| 3185 | California, Nevada, 
3253 | St. Petersburg... cco 99 | Bae Utah, and Arizona ... ,, | 24d. 
3202 | Chicago... eee a: 
Servia: 3214 | Hawaii... 1902-03) 1d. 
3139 | Servia ... 1902 and nine 3133 | Maryland, Virginia, 
months of 1903) 1d. West Virginia, and 
Kentucky -+-1903} 23d. 
Spain: 3200 | New Orleans ... ean! 0 
3237 | Barcelona .--1903} 24d.|| 3159 | New York as » | 24. 
3152 | Bilbao ... ee wee 33 | 24d.|| 3207 | Oregon, Washington, 
3195 | Cadiz ... _— ine of FO and Idaho ... 5» | 29d. 
3234 | Canary Islands » | 1d. || 3161 | Philadelphia ... ~ » | 29d. 
3165 | Galicia, Asturias, and 3177 | Porto Rico _... as 868 
Leon ... »» | 2d.|| 3240 | Savannah ies a 
3247 | Galicia, Asturias, and 3144 | Texas ... ove cco 9p | SEG 
ipa mamas ha » | 1d. 
3188 | Malaga... ote » | 1d. AMERICA, CENTRAL— 
3238 | Guatemala 1902-03) 13d. 
Sweden : 
3225 | Gothenburg ... ---1903} 23d. AMERICA, SOUTH— 
3193 -| Stockholm ahs es od. Argentina : 
3123 | Sweden --» 1902-04) 13d,'| 3131 | Argentine Finances, 1902-03) 13d. 
3215 ., (Supplementary) 1903 1d. || 3157 | Rosario ... .- 1903) 1d. 
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| 
No. Place. Priee No. | Place. Price 
| | 
| Brazil : 3162 | Kiungchow ... ...1903} 1d. 
8217 | Brazil: Imports ---1902| 1}d.|| 3169 | Newchwang oe 1 
3209 | Porto Alegre ... ...1903} 1d. || 3190 | Ningpo... ae. 
3191 | Rio Grande do Sul, 1901-03) 13d.|| 3231 | Pakhoi... iota te 
617 | Railway Systems of Brazil) 10d,|| 3155 | Swatow... eee FS 
8127 | Tientsin 1900-03} 64d. 
Chile: 3251 | Wenchow 1903} 3d. 
3124 | Coquimbo 1d, || 3227 | Wuchow sae » | oad. 
3158 | Wuhu ... eca » | 44. 
Colombia : 
3114 | Colombia oi »-.1903) 24d, | 
| Japan: 
Paraguay: $218 | Hakodate .--1908} 1d. 
3241 | Paraguay wes eee 1 903} 14d.|| 3212 | Japan ... ss » | 29d. 
| 3242 | North Formosa a 
Peru: | 3219 | Shimonoseki | We 
3134 | Iquitos ... eee .»1903) 3d, || 3228 | Yokohama » | 24. 
Uruguay : Corea: 
3245 | Uruguay ..» 1902-03) 1d, || 3220 | Corea 1903} 13d. 
Venezuela : | Persia: 
3203 | Caracas... oe 1903; 1d. || 3167 | Kerman we» 1903-04} ld. 
3189 | Kermanshah ... a 2: d. 
WEST INDIES— | || 3182 | Persian Gulf ... «001908 3d. 
3205 | Hayti ... oe 1903} 1d. 
Siam: 
ASIA— 3143 | Chiengmai -61902| 13d. 
China: | 
3174 | Chinkiang wis 1903) 1d. | 
3151 | Hankow on mo: 4 ee PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
3197 | Ichang ... usb se gp 1 oe twee: Samoa ... »»-1903) 1d. 
} 

















1904, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 





No. 





Price. 





or 


EUROPE— 


parcels 


AMERICA, NORTH— 


ASIA— 





the field 


Denmark : 
Agreement between the Post Office of the United Kingdom 
and the Post Office of Denmark for the meen s of postal 


"Italy: 


Spain: 


China : 


Agreement between the United Kingdom and Italy pro- 
viding for the settlement by arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise ... 


Agreement between the United Kingdom and Spain pro- 
viding for the Settlement by arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise.. 


United States of America: 

Convention between the United States and Hong Kong for 
the establishment of a parcel post service ... 
Convention respecting Payment of Light and Harbour Dues 
by vessels of the United States in Zanzibar... 


Accession of China to the Geneva Convention for the 
amelioration of the condition of the wounded in armies in 





3d. 


4d, 


4d. 


1d. 


3d. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH | 
OF THE co 


BOARD OF TRADE. 











The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board © 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart fF 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters in the 9 
interests of British trade, so far as it can be met by Government action, 9% 
It is intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 7“ 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form convenient ™ 
for reference. In addition, it is the duty of the Branch, as far as the 7a 
interests of British Trade permit, to afford information in reply to enquiries 
by traders on commercial matters. &§ 

The office is housed at No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., and © 
(subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and 7 
Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the direction of © 
Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, on applica- 
tion being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply information ~ 
with regard to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; 


Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different) 
localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Sources of © 
Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 2 
In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board 
of Trade from the beginning of last year, the work formerly carried on by ~ 
the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute is now cons ~ 
ducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 
The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham e 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence ot 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products — 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample 
room at 73, Basinghall Street. 
The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through — 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and — 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The — 
“ Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. Supplements to the © 
“Board of Trade Journal” are issued quarterly, under the title of the ~ 
“Imperial Institute Bulletin,” containing information and reports bear- 
ing on the work carried out in the Imperial Institute at South Kensington. 
ComMERcIAL DEPARTMENT, Boarp oF TRADE. 
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